
Year 5 Learning Challenge – Natural Disasters 
 

Poem: If by Rudyard Kipling 
Art Work: The Great Wave off Kanagawa by Hokusai 
Person: Lucy Jones (The Earthquake Lady) 

Music: The Tears of Nature by Tan Dun 
 

 Poem Art Work Person Music 

Beginning Learn it off by heart Find out 10 facts about the painting/artist Draw a portrait of the person Listen to the piece of music and say 
what you like about it. 

Find another poem by the 
poet 

Produce a collage of other paintings by the 
artist 

Produce a timeline of their life Identify the instruments used and 
recreate the music. 

Secure Create a performance as 
part of a pair/group 

Draw a picture in similar style Produce a poster to advertise their 
achievements 

Research the life of the musician(s). 

Write a short biography 
about the poet 

Transform the medium of the painting: use 
collage instead of painting 

Write a letter asking them about their 
life 

Write about why we chose this piece 
to link to ‘Natural Disasters’. 

Greater 
Depth 

Explain how this poem 
links to our PSHE unit on 
teamwork and resisting 
peer pressure. 

Use the image as a stimulus for a piece of 
descriptive writing. 

Explain how the world would be without 
this person 

A mind map of different emotions 
you feel at various points in the piece 

Compare and contrast two 
poems by the poet 

Describe the painting: what it represents, 
how it makes you feel, what it is based on. 

Give five reasons for and against why 
they should be in ‘The Hall of Fame.’ 

Produce a piece of art/collage based 
on how the music makes you feel.  

 

 

 



If by Rudyard Kipling 
If you can keep your head when all about you    
    Are losing theirs and blaming it on you,    
If you can trust yourself when all men doubt you, 
    But make allowance for their doubting too;    
If you can wait and not be tired by waiting, 
    Or being lied about, don’t deal in lies, 
Or being hated, don’t give way to hating, 
    And yet don’t look too good, nor talk too wise: 
 
If you can dream—and not make dreams your master;    
    If you can think—and not make thoughts your aim;    
If you can meet with Triumph and Disaster 
    And treat those two impostors just the same;    
If you can bear to hear the truth you’ve spoken 
    Twisted by knaves to make a trap for fools, 
Or watch the things you gave your life to, broken, 
    And stoop and build ’em up with worn-out tools: 
 
If you can make one heap of all your winnings 
    And risk it on one turn of pitch-and-toss, 
And lose, and start again at your beginnings 
    And never breathe a word about your loss; 
If you can force your heart and nerve and sinew       The Tears of Nature – Tan Dun 
    To serve your turn long after they are gone,         https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sU3Z4ANxq34  
And so hold on when there is nothing in you 
    Except the Will which says to them: ‘Hold on!’ 
 
If you can talk with crowds and keep your virtue,    
    Or walk with Kings—nor lose the common touch, 
If neither foes nor loving friends can hurt you, 
    If all men count with you, but none too much; 
If you can fill the unforgiving minute 
    With sixty seconds’ worth of distance run,    
Yours is the Earth and everything that’s in it,    
    And—which is more—you’ll be a Man, my son! 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sU3Z4ANxq34

