
 

Welcome back to another term! We hope you had a wonderful break. This term 
we are welcoming Miss Karen Creed to our team as our new year 4 teacher.  

This half term our project will be about  
the rainforest.  We will be finding out 
about different climates and where in 
the world rainforests grow as well as 
finding out about the water cycle, and 
how different animals and plants have 
adapted to their lives in the rainforest. 
We will also be finding out about how 
rainforests are vanishing due to         
deforestation, and will 
be exploring the impact 
that this could have on 
animals and people in 
these areas. 

This half term we will be continuing our 

work on division, and then linking this to 

our understanding of fractions. We will 

be finding equivalent fractions as well 

as how to add and subtract fractions 

with the same denominator.  We will be 

learning about tenths and hundredths in 

preparation for when we learn about 

decimals after half term. Towards the 

end of this half term, we will also be 

learning about time including both the 

12 and 24 hour clocks. It would be  

helpful if you could practise telling the 

time at home in preparation for this unit. 

This half term’s PE lessons - 

Miss Scott’s class: 

 Monday - indoor PE  

 Thursday - swimming 

Miss Creed’s class: 

 Wednesday - indoor PE  

 Thursday - outdoor PE  

Please ensure that your child has the 
correct PE kit in school on these days, 
including suitable trainers for outdoor 
PE. PE lessons will go ahead in most 
weathers.  

This half term our indoor PE will focus 
on dance, while our outdoor PE will   
focus on netball. 

Our literacy unit linked to our rainforest 

project will be based around the texts 

‘The Great Kapok Tree’ and ‘The     

Shaman’s Apprentice’. We will be     

writing rainforest descriptions using 

metaphors and similes to describe. We 

will also be writing non-fiction texts 

about the rainforest. As we learn about             

deforestation, we will be learning some 

persuasive writing techniques as we 

write letters to persuade people to    

protect the rainforests.  

Project: The Rainforest Literacy 
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This half term in our grammar lessons 

we will be recapping on the use of 

punctuation in our writing including 

apostrophes and commas. We will also 

be learning about the use of Standard 

English, and how it is important to use 

Standard English for particular text 

types including non-fiction texts and  

formal letters. Last half term we learnt 

about sentence types, and we will be 

continuing this work into the new year. 

We will practise spelling patterns as we 

look at prefixes, suffixes and different 

word families, and will also be looking 

at how to classify different words such 

as nouns, verbs, adverbs, adjectives 

and prepositions. 

17th January - PDSA Veterinary work-

shops for each class 

30th January - whole school maths  

puzzle day 

6th February - Home learning         

challenges due in 

6th February - whole school forest 

week 

We are also hoping to plan in a visit 

from some real rainforest animals. A  

letter about this will follow shortly once 

a date has been confirmed. 

Spring 2: School trip to the Harry Potter 

studio tour. 

Congratulations to Freddie and Alex O 

who were the winners of our home 

learning challenge last half term! Also a 

big thank you to all of the other children 

who participated in the home learning 

challenge. This half term our home 

learning challenge will be based on the 

following: 

Person: David Attenborough 

Poem: The Tiger Who Wore White 

Gloves by Gwendolyn Brooks 

Song: George Bruns - Jungle Beat 

(from Jungle Book) 

Artwork: Asha Tiger by Laura Slade (a 

local artist)  

Home learning challenges 

Dates for your diary Grammar 

This term we will 

be learning 

about the biology 

of plants. We will 

be finding out 

about photosynthesis and how plants 

needs are different to the needs of    an-

imals. We will also be learning about 

pollination and seed dispersal, and the 

important role of insects, birds and other 

animals in helping plants to do this. For 

our science lessons, we will need 

empty water bottles (1.5litre and 2   

litre) and different green leaves. It 

would be helpful if you could collect 

some at home and bring these in  

during weeks 2 and 3. 

Science 


