27th September 2024
Dear parents / carers

| hope you have all had a good week and have not been affected too much by the rain and
flooding in the local area. Due to the extreme amount of rain at the moment, can we ensure
that all children come to school with the correct clothing, particularly rain jackets or coats.
We have also started to gather a fair amount of lost property items including jumpers and
cardigans which have not been labelled - please can all coats, jumpers and cardigans have
the children’s names in so any missing items can be returned to their owner.

Now that the children have begun to learn more about their curriculum topics, it is great to
see more learning opportunities outside the classroom. Today, Year 4 went to Great Linford
Manor as part of their geography field work and on 7th October, Year 5 will be walking to
Gifford Park as part of their geography learning. Learning outside the classroom is something
that the children really enjoy and provides them with a real-world learning experience.

Have a good weekend
Mr Bolger

Congratulations to our Aspire winners from last week. The children attended their Aspire

tea on Wednesday - well done everyone!

Aspire winners

Attendance

Attendance for the year to date is 95.7%

Well done to EYFS who had a weekly attendance of 99.3% and also Miss Raju-Lamprey’s
class (6ARL) who had an attendance of 99.2%.
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Dates

New dates in red

23rd September - Harvest festival donations
4th October
30th September Smart Raspberry after school club starts 3.15pm - 4.15pm for 4 weeks
3rd October Individual school photos - see more information below
7th October Year 5 field trip to Gifford Park (see below)
18th October Harvest Festival winning house - non uniform day
23rd October Spooky disco - more information to follow
24th October Home Learning gallery from 2:45pm
5th November Year 5 Greek topic day - more information nearer the time
6th November Parents Evening (see information below)
7th November Parents Evening (see information below)
PARENTS EVENING

Wednesday 6th November 3.30-6.00 pm &

Thursday 7th November 3.30 pm - 7.00 pm.

To book your child’s 10-minute face to face parent evening appointment, please

visit https://greatlinford.schoolcloud.co.uk/
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https://greatlinford.schoolcloud.co.uk/

Individual school photo day

School Individual and Sibling Photos are on Thursday 3rd October during the school day.

Families who would like a sibling photo with younger children who do not attend Great
Linford Primary School are welcome to queue next to the hall at 8.15am with their
children (including primary school children) for a sibling photo.

Upcoming events

;gi'ACT ION4YOUTH

CALDECOTTE
XPERIENCE

Year 3 Caldecotte residential

A papercopy and an email went home on 25th September, detailing further information
regarding the Year 3 overnight residential stay at Caldecotte Xperience.

The date of the residential is 10th June 2025.
The cost of the residential is £143.50.

A deposit to secure your child’s place £23.50 can be paid on the school gateway followed by x6
monthly payments of £20.00.

https://login.schoolgateway.com
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https://login.schoolgateway.com/

Year 5 Greek day

New date - Year 5 Greek dress up day to immerse ourselves in and ignite our learning of
the Greeks - Tuesday 5th November.

Year 5 Field trip Mon 7th Oct r

Year 5 will be walking to Giffard Park local centre on Monday 7th October as part of their
Geography project.

The children will learn how to follow an OS map and identify human and physical
features.

We will leave school after lunch and return ready for the normal 3.15 p.m. pick-up time.

Parental consent can be provided here: https://forms.gle/R1drdaPiAeRvqgjyh8

Parking outside school

A reminder: please can we all ensure that we park sensibly while dropping off and picking
up children from school. Not only are there many cars parked illegally, on double yellow
lines, but it is also a safety risk to all the parents and children trying to cross the roads.
While | understand that some parents need to drive, and there is a lot of traffic on the
roads, please can we be considerate of everyone. Let's work together to ensure a safe
environment for our children and the community.
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Local news

Mavyor's Christmas Card Competition 2024

The Mayor, Councillor Marie Bradburn, is running a Christmas card design competition to
find the perfect design to send to colleagues and associates this Christmas. She’s looking

for the most festive design so don’t hold back!

The Mayor would be delighted to see inclusion of a bike in the design (in support of her
year of cycling) We only ask that glitter and shiny materials are not used in the design
because this would affect the quality of the scanned submission and final electronic

design.
Competition guidelines:

1. The competition is open to children attending Mainstream schools up to Year 6
and pupils attending Special Schools up to Year 14 plus home educated children
in these year groups.

2. Please submit your designs electronically (in PDF format where possible), and
draw them so they fit on an A4 or A5 sheet.

3. Deadline for entry is Sunday 3 November 2024.
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4. The Mayor will judge the entries w/c 4 November and the winner will be

contacted shortly after.
The design must be submitted to mayorsoffice@milton-keynes.gov.uk. Please include the
artist's name, age and contact details (phone and email) for a parent/guardian/teacher.

The winner's parent/guardian/teacher will be contacted before distribution commences.
The winners will be announced on the Mayors social media, with permission from

parents/guardians.

Picture: 2023 winning design by Anna.

The City of Codes and Light Festival 2024
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Festival in Milton Keynes
% 2nd - 5th October 2024 )
L

The iconic City of Codes and Light Festival returns this year from Wednesday 2nd October
to Saturday 5th October.

The festival will explore the transformative potential of artificial intelligence and how this
intersects with art, science and technology. Save the dates and don't miss this exciting

lineup!

You can find out more on the City of Codes and Lights webpage
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https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.mkiac.org%2Fcalendar%2Fcity-of-codes-and-light-2024%2F/1/010001922d74fa09-4d574f60-8dbd-404b-843e-3f2e4df537e6-000000/tZbIBfT1HV9ITdTL8nCRovIqIvoHWdqfskyxbk8s12I=372

Online safety

As of 2024, social media giant Instagram has over two billion active users, with 8% of those
(approximately 1.6 million) being under-18.
That’s a lot of children and young people making use of this platform, exploring its features

35

... and being exposed to its risks — from influencer marketing = to contact with strangers

2 and plenty more.

As parents and educators, it’s important to understand how to keep children protected as
they discover new regions of the digital landscape — and this is no different for Instagram.
Fortunately, our updated guide tells you all you need to know about potential safety
concerns around Instagram and offers advice on how to safeguard children and young

people as they use this platform.
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