4th October 2024
Dear parents / carers

It has been an extremely busy week here at Great Linford and thankfully the sun has finally
been shining over the last couple of days! It was school photo time yesterday - you should
have received a leaflet with a QR code from your child where you will be able to access both
the individual and sibling photos.

Thank you once again to everyone who has donated to the Harvest Festival collection. We
have received a huge amount of food over the past couple of weeks which will be donated
to the Food Bank next week.

A reminder, if you have not already done so, to book your parents evening slot for the 6th
and 7th of November. Please find the link further down in the newsletter.

Thank you for your continued support.

Have a good weekend
Mr Bolger

Congratulations to our Aspire winners from last week. The children attended their Aspire

tea on Wednesday - well done everyone!

Aspire winners
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Dates
New dates in red

23rd September -
4th October

Harvest festival donations

30th September

Smart Raspberry after school club starts 3.15pm - 4.15pm for 4 weeks

7th October

Year 5 field trip to Gifford Park (see below)

18th October

Harvest Festival winning house - non uniform day

23rd October

Spooky disco - more information to follow

24th October

Home Learning gallery from 2:45pm

5th November

Year 5 Greek topic day - more information nearer the time

6th November

Parents Evening (see information below)

7th November

Parents Evening (see information below)

Year 4 Field Trip

Last week, Year 4 went on a local walk to Great Linford Manor as part of their Geography
unit on Settlements. They learnt how to follow a route on an OS map and enjoyed taking
photographs of local human and physical features so that they could think about how the
land in our local area is used.
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PARENTS EVENING
Wednesday 6th November 3.30-6.00 pm &
Thursday 7th November 3.30 pm - 7.00 pm.

To book your child’s 10-minute face to face parent evening appointment, please visit
https://greatlinford.schoolcloud.co.uk

New Starter Meeting 2025

If you are interested in applying for a place in our Reception or Year 3 classes for next
academic year, we look forward to welcoming you to a tour of our school and early years
unit.
Our Year 6 children will be able to show you some of the wonderful learning that takes
place in our school and our staff team will be on hand to talk through our curriculum and
answer some of the important questions regarding your child’s enrollment into Great
Linford Primary School.
Please join us on Thursday 17th October - We offer two opportunities to join us on a
school tour:

3.30-4.30pm or 5.30 - 6.30pm

We very much look forward to welcoming you into our school community.

Instrumental Lesson Performances (Y3-Y6 children who have lessons)

To further support your children’s practise and lessons, there are three performance points
throughout the year. This is a wonderful chance for the children to experience a ‘performance’ on
an instrument.

Christmas Concert — Tuesday 10" December 4-5pm
Spring Concert — Tuesday 1% April 4-5pm @St Andrews Church
Summer Concert — Tuesday 8" July 4-5pm

Furthermore, if your child is enjoying learning an instrument, the Milton Keynes Music Faculty run
music ensembles that the children can join.
https://miltonkeynesmusicservice.com/music-centre
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https://greatlinford.schoolcloud.co.uk/
https://miltonkeynesmusicservice.com/music-centre/

Attendance
Attendance for the year to date is 96.1%
Well done to 1RC who had a fantastic weekly attendance of 100%. A special mention to 1PK

who had a weekly attendance of 99.5%.

A reminder that there is new national guidance that all schools must follow in relation to
unauthorised absence and fines for parents. Fixed Penalty Notices (fines) will be considered
when a child has missed ten or more sessions (five days) due to unauthorised absence in a
period of ten school weeks.

From September 2024, Penalty Notices charged to parents rose to £80 (if paid within 21
days) or £160 (if paid within between 22 and 28 days). Where a penalty notice is unpaid,
legal action will be pursued. Being late to school after registration counts as an unauthorised
absence. PLEASE NOTE: It is not the school issuing penalty notices to parents, and any
monies generated from these fines remain within the Local Authority. A leaflet that helps
to explain this is attached. If your child feels a ‘bit off’ or ‘under the weather’ please send
them into school anyway. If they don’t improve and really feel ill, we will contact you via the

school office or via one of our Learning mentors, Mrs Mallett or Miss Newton.

EXCELLENT ATTENDANCE
100% REALLY MATTERS
6 days absence
30 howrs lost learning
You are on the right path to success
95% 10 days absence
We are 50 hours lost learning
e Poor attendance gives you less chance of success
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Attendance

What the new rules mean for me

I'm a single parent of one child and we want to go on holiday for a week.
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child will miss 5 school days you may be given a penalty notice fine by the Local Authority. The fine is £160

but if you pay it in 21 days it will be reduced o L80.

For every child a penalty is given
7
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+£160 + £160 + £160 +£160
4 children & 1 adult = £640

Regular Attendance
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It your child is absent for 10 or more sessions in 10
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will consider prosecution.

o DAY = Sessions

Reduced to £320 if paid in 21 days

For a family of two parents

ﬁ 4 children & 2 parents
e ﬁ g’ =£1280
+h1a0 J_‘* i 160 By *Hd0 +Ei60 Reduced to £640 it paid in
O.':O 21 days

fin any period of no more than 3 years, 2ND TIME IRD TIME
your child has a 2nd and 3rd leave of 2 parents and... A penalty notice fine will not be given.
absence or pattern of irregular 1 child =£320 Your case will be taken to court.
attendance... 2 children = £640 A magistrate can fine each parent £2500 for

3 children =£960 cach child.

fq : 4 children = £1280
b Ed B l parent &4 children = £10,000
-4_'_1_

2 parents & 4 children = £20,000
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What Parents & Educators Need to Know about

IN-GAME CHAT

If you’ve played or seen any online games from the past few years, you’ve probably noticed
that almost every title of this kind has some kind of chat functionality. Whether allowing

players to send text messages to one another = or letting them use their mics to chat
together on voice % if you’re on a multiplayer game, chances are you can talk to your

fellow gamers, one way or another ¢

Sadly, such a function comes with its fair share of risks — as is to be expected with a feature

intended to connect gamers from around the world ® anditis immensely important for
parents and educators to understand these concerns and help young players address them.
That’s why we’ve put together this free guide, breaking down the most prevalent issues
associated with in-game chat and letting you know how to keep youngsters as safe as

possible if or when they’re exposed to this feature.
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What Parents Eg Educatnrs HEEd to Know about

IN-GAME CHAT
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