=/ GREAT LINFOF

5t September 2025

Dear Parents/Carers

Welcome back everyone! | hope you all had a lovely summer and your children have had a wonderful
first week back. We have all been really impressed with the positive attitudes the children have
returned to school with. Thank you for preparing them so well for their return.

This September, we welcome more new families than usual outside of our typical entry points (EYFS
and Year 3) with many children joining us in Year 1 and 2 from St Andrew’s. To our new parents,
thank you for choosing us and | hope you have found the transition smooth. We have also welcomed
some new staff who were previously working at St Andrew’s:

e Mrs Pritchard, our new Year 1 teacher and Key Stage 1 leader

e Miss Warren, a new learning support assistant in Year 3

e Mrs Muzzlewhite, a new learning support assistant in Year 3

This week’s newsletter is a long one as it contains all the diary dates for the year so please do have a
careful read of these.

| wish you all a fantastic weekend — see you next week.

Mrs Dixon
Head of School

Your weekly reminder that we are a nut free school

Thank you for your continued support with this matter ensuring our children who
have this life-threatening allergy stay safe.
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> '.-;'f‘.;:e Attendanc Attendance for this first week back has been back 94%.

#7%  Matters Well done to Miss Scott’s class (55S) who had 100% attendance this week!

W Our attendance this week is lower than the first week back last year.

You may have seen in the news recently the Education Secretary, Bridget Phillipson, highlighting
some data which showed a link between poor attendance in the first week back at school and
subsequent persistent absence. A BBC-reported figure showed over half of pupils who missed some
of the first week of 2024 went on to be persistently absent. The Education Secretary was urging
parents and schools to ensure children attend the start of the term to establish good attendance
habits, as this early engagement is crucial for preventing prolonged periods of non-attendance.

We will share information in next week’s newsletter about our pupil attendance policy.



https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cg7jk3rr225o

Diary dates

Please note there are some year group experiences that are yet to be booked and we will share these

as they are confirmed in due course.

Date Time Event
w/c 8t Booking information sent out for Miss Guy'’s sports clubs
September
w/c 8t 3:15- External provider after school sports clubs start this week
September 4:15pm Wednesday - Lets Kick It (Foundation to Year 3)
Great Linford Tennis Club (Year 3 to Year 6)
Thursday — Lets Kick It (Year 4 to Year 6)
Great Linford Tennis Club (Foundation to Year 3)
Both clubs are bookable through the external provider
10" September Year 4 swimming lessons start
w/c 15 3:15- Miss Guy’s after school sports clubs start this week
September 4:15pm Monday — Gymnastics
Tuesday — Dance
25 September | After Year 5/6 Boys Football league off-site (7 weeks)
school Miss Guy will select individuals who will be invited to participate.
TBC
26" September | After Year 3/4 Brazilian Soccer Festival off-site
school Miss Guy will select individuals who will be invited to participate.
TBC
w/c 29t Harvest festival donations week 1
September
15 October 3:30- Year 1 Parent phonics workshop
4:00pm Please come to the office to sign in
15 October After Year 5/6 Girls netball league starts off-site (4 weeks)
school Miss Guy will select individuals who will be invited to participate.
TBC
2" October 3:30- EYFS (Caterpillars) Parent phonics workshop
4:00pm Please come to the office to sign in
3 October TBC Year 5/6 Sports Leader event off site
For children who have already been selected as our Sports Leaders
w/c 6™ October Harvest festival donations week 2 (final week)
7% October School photos — Individual and siblings
7t October 3:30— Year 6 SATs parent workshop
4:00pm Please come to the office to sign in
10™ October TBC Year 1/2 Multi skills festival off site
13* October Home learning due in
14 October 3:30- Year 3 Caldecotte residential parent information session
4:00pm Please come to the office to sign in
19th — 22nd Year 6 Residential to Condover Hall
October (for children who have already signed up and paid)
23" October 3:30- EYFS (Caterpillars) and Years 1 and 2 Spooky Disco
4:30pm
23" October 5:00 - Years 3, 4, 5 and 6 Spooky Disco
6:00pm

24* October

Last day of term

sbenlod




Half term

39 November

Children return to school

5% November 3:30- Parents Evening
6:00pm Booking information will be sent out prior to this
6™ November 3:30- Parents Evening
7:00pm Booking information will be sent out prior to this
11™" November Year 4 Bradwell Abbey Trip
14" November Children in Need Day
20" November Flu immunisations
25™ November 3:30- Y4 Multiplication Check Parent Workshop
4:00pm Please come to the office to sign in
3 December 3:15- Guitar and Violin Rehearsal (in preparation for the Christmas
4:15pm Instrumental Concert)
For children that have individual lessons
8" December Home learning due in
8" December Flu immunisations
8" December 3:15- Keyboard and Flute Rehearsal (in preparation for the Christmas
4:15pm Instrumental Concert
For children that have individual lessons
9" December 1:00 - Year 5 Milton Keynes Theatre Trip — Provisional TBC
4:30pm
9" December 2:00pm Year 1 Christmas performance
10* December 2:15- Year 3 Christmas Carol Concert at St Andrew’s Church
3:15pm
10" December 5:00pm Year 1 Christmas performance
10" December Final Year 4 swimming lesson
15" December 2:15pm Rock Steady Concert to parents in the hall
For children that attend lessons
15" December 4:00 - Christmas Instrumental Concert
5:00pm For children that have individual music lessons
16" December 2:00pm EYFS (Caterpillars) Christmas Nativity
17 December 5:00pm EYFS (Caterpillars) Christmas Nativity
19t December Last day of term
Christmas holidays
6" January Children return to school
28™ January 3:30- Year 6 SATs Parent Workshop
4.00pm If you attended the Autumn Term workshop there is no need to attend again,
unless you wish to.
2" February Home learning due in
4th— 11t 3:15— Book fair
February 3.30pm Books will be available to buy in the hall
13" February Last day of term
Half term
23" February Children return to school
5% March World Book Day
Children will be invited to dress up as a book character
5% March 3:30- Books at Bedtime
4.30pm Come and share stories with your children and staff in the hall
16" March Home learning due in
23 March World Maths Day
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Children are invited to dress up as a number or in maths themed clothing

25™ March 3:30- EYFS (Caterpillars) and Years 1 and 2 Easter Disco
4.30pm
25% March 5:00 - Years 3, 4, 5 and 6 Easter Disco
6:00pm
27" March Last day of term
Easter holidays
13" April Children return to school
15" April 3.30- Parents Evening
6.00pm Booking information will be sent out prior to this
16" April 3.30- Parents Evening
7.00pm Booking information will be sent out prior to this
w/c 11™ May Year 6 SATs week
11* May Home learning due in
21 May Year 6 Orchestra Unwrapped Trip
22" May Last day of term
Half term
2" June Children return to school
w/c 2" June Year 4 Multiplication Check
and w/c 8" June
w/c 8™ June Year 1 Phonic screening check week
w/c 8" June Year 2 Phonic screening check for any children who did not meet
the required standard when they took the check in Year 1
8" June 3:30- Year 3 Caldecotte final residential parent information session
4:00pm Please come to the office to sign in. We will cover what to pack in this session.
9" June Class photos and Year 6 year individual photos for year book
12" June 3:15— Summer fete
5.00pm
16" June 9:30 - Year 1,2 and 3 Sports Day (weather dependent)
11.30am
17% June 1:00 - Year 2 Primary Music Festival (Provisional)
3.00pm Dependent on parental voluntary contribuitions
18" June 9:45 - Year 4,5 and 6 Sports Day at Stantonbury Campus — weather
11.30am | dependent (Provisional)
We are still waiting for Stantonbury to confirm this
18" June 2:00 — EYFS (Caterpillars) Sports Day (weather dependent)
3.10pm
22" June World Music Day
Children will be invited to dress up
22" June Year 6 ‘Empower and challenge workshops’ — preparing for
secondary transition
25% — 26" June Year 3 Caldecotte residential trip
6™ July Home learning due in
7% July 9.30- Year 6 Production
10.30am
8™ July 5.00 — Year 6 Production
6.00pm
13 July 4.00 - Summer Instrumental Concert and Awards
5.00pm For children that attend individual music lessons
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17" July 9.30- Year 6 graduation
11.00am

17 July Last day of term

Jewellery Reminder

We have had a few queries this week about children wearing earrings for PE, particularly where
children had their ears pierced over the summer. Children are not permitted to wear jewellery
during PE lessons, including pierced earrings. Taping over ear studs is not recommended as a
solution. This is because tape would not be sufficient to prevent the piercing penetrating, for
example, the neck behind the ear should an unintentional blow be received from someone or
some item of equipment, such as a ball.

Teachers are not allowed to take out or replace children’s earrings if they are unable to do so
themselves. It would therefore be helpful if earrings could be taken out at home on PE days. If the
child does wear earrings on these days and cannot remove them independently in school, they
will have to be involved in the lesson in ways that avoid direct physical participation (e.g. act as
referee, scorer, analyst etc.). If this cannot be achieved they will not take part at all.

We would always advise that if children are having their ears pierced, they do this at the
beginning of the summer holidays. Our policy has been informed by guidance from the
Association for Physical Education (afPE) www.afpe.org.uk

During non-PE days, on health and safety grounds, children are only permitted to wear small
stud-like earrings and watches. Please ensure items such as necklaces, bracelets or rings are not
worn to school. Any jewellery of religious significance can be discussed with the Headteacher on
an individual basis.

We really appreciate your support with this.

School uniform

The vast majority of children have returned to school in correct uniform and look really smart. We
have noticed however a small number of children wearing trainers on non-PE days and some
children wearing incorrect PE kit. We would like to take this opportunity to remind you all of our
uniform expectations:

For many years now, we have been working together with the local retail store Maisies in
providing very reasonably priced school uniform.

Early Years to Year 5

Foundation through to Year 5 wear black or grey trousers or skirt, black shoes and a white or light
blue polo shirt, along with a navy sweatshirt or cardigan. In the summer, children can wear blue
and white summer dresses or black/grey shorts.

Year 6



http://www.afpe.org.uk/

In Year 6 children wear a black jumper and school tie. This is to represent their role as leaders of
the school and prepare them for secondary school. Trouser and skirt options remain the same as
other years. We are happy for parents/carers to purchase items from other retailers in the correct

MAISIES

Established 1963
60/64 Church Street, Wolverton, MK12 5JW
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The school is fortunate to receive quality second hand donated uniform from our parents and
families throughout the academic year. If any would like to donate or purchase and second hand
uniforms please contact our Learning Mentor.

mentor@greatlinfordprimaryschool.co.uk

If you feel your child’s SEND means they need a reasonable adjustment put in place with regards
to our uniform, please contact Mrs Woolley, our SENCO send@greatlinfordprimaryschool.co.uk

Water bottles
Please ensure your child has a water bottle in school and that this contains water only rather than
juice or squash. This is because when liquids other than water are spilt, they leave the table
sticky.



mailto:carol.mallett@greatlinfordprimaryschool.co.uk
mailto:send@greatlinfordprimaryschool.co.uk

Coats
With the weather so changeable at the moment, please ensure your child is bringing a jacket to
school in case it rains.

Home learnin
Our home learning challenges are live on our website on your child’s year group class page.

Links to online learning resources
Your child will have log ins for these websites in their reading record
TTRockstars
Numbots

Spelling frame
MyON

PE days

EYFS: Mrs Collins will update you on this once the children are in full time.
Year 1: Mondays and Wednesdays

Year 2: Mondays and Thursdays

Year 3: Tuesdays and Wednesdays

Year 4: Tuesdays and Wednesdays

Year 5: Mondays and Thursdays

Year 6: Monday and Tuesday

Emailing staff
Please use the following email addresses to contact different teams of staff directly in the school:

office@greatlinfordprimaryschool.co.uk (You can also use the Gateway app to message the office)
absence@greatlinfordprimaryschool.co.uk
finance@greatlinfordprimaryschool.co.uk
eyfs@greatlinfordprimaryschool.co.uk
yearl@greatlinfordprimaryschool.co.uk
year2@greatlinfordprimaryschool.co.uk
year3@greatlinfordprimaryschool.co.uk
yeard@greatlinfordprimaryschool.co.uk
year5@greatlinfordprimaryschool.co.uk
year6@greatlinfprdprimaryschool.co.uk
music@greatlinfordprimaryschool.co.uk
sport@greatlinfordprimaryschool.co.uk
SEND@greatlinfordprimaryschool.co.uk (SENCO)

mentor@greatlinfordprimaryschool.co.uk (Learning Mentor)



https://play.ttrockstars.com/auth/school/student
https://play.numbots.com/#/account/school-login/2787
https://spellingframe.co.uk/
https://www.myon.co.uk/login/
mailto:office@greatlinfordprimaryschool.co.uk
mailto:absence@greatlinfordprimaryschool.co.uk
mailto:finance@greatlinfordprimaryschool.co.uk
mailto:eyfs@greatlinfordprimaryschool.co.uk
mailto:year1@greatlinfordprimaryschool.co.uk
mailto:year2@greatlinfordprimaryschool.co.uk
mailto:year3@greatlinfordprimaryschool.co.uk
mailto:year4@greatlinfordprimaryschool.co.uk
mailto:year5@greatlinfordprimaryschool.co.uk
mailto:year6@greatlinfprdprimaryschool.co.uk
mailto:music@greatlinfordprimaryschool.co.uk
mailto:sport@greatlinfordprimaryschool.co.uk
mailto:SEND@greatlinfordprimaryschool.co.uk
mailto:mentor@greatlinfordprimaryschool.co.uk

dsl@greatlinfordprimaryschool.co.uk (Safeguarding Team)
complaints@greatlinfordprimaryschool.co.uk

Please bare in mind that the teaching teams will not be able to read your messages while they are
teaching. All urgent messages should be sent to the office team, using Gateway or the office
email.

Donation Station
Tuesday 9t September at 3:15pm

The children have continued to enjoy our playground zones at lunchtimes and it has been lovely
to watch all our new children enjoying the equipment in these zones this week. We are looking to
continue developing our Imagination Zone as well as out wet play provision so any donations of
items listed below would be greatly appreciated.

PTA members will be based at donation stations by the school entrance on Tuesday after school if
you have any donations you would be willing to drop off. Donations can also be dropped off at
the school office any day next week. Thanks again for your continued support and we (and the
children!) are very grateful for helping keep the playground zones as engaging as possible.

Do you have any toys in good condition that can help us
develop play and imagination during the school day?
Please bring them to the donation station!

small world
toy cars construction toys figures/buildings

hot wheels and tracks dolls house/figures skipping ropes
dinosaur figures card games farm set buildings/figures

board games jigsaw puzzles building blocks
(e.g. lego, duplo, knex)

All play donations happily received — thank you!

STATION



mailto:dsl@greatlinfordprimaryschool.co.uk
mailto:complaints@greatlinfordprimaryschool.co.uk

Forest School Update

A huge thank you to our GLPS PTA and volunteers who have been in over the summer holiday
working on our lovely forest school area. With the support of some fantastic local companies, the

area has been cleared and renovated and we can't wait to see the children enjoying the space in
their forest school lessons!

anhks to the Companies ¢
who Supporteq our
Project!
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At The National College, our WakeUpWednesday guides empower and equip parents, carers and educators with the confidence and practical skills to be able to have informed and age-appropriate
conversations with children about online safety, mental health and wellbeing, and climate change. Formerly delivered by National Online Safety, these guides now address wider topics and themes.

For further guides, hints and tips, please visit nationalcollege.com.

Returning to school after the summer holidays can be both exciting and daunting for children of all ages. Different
routines, classes, schools, and academic pressures can cause anxiety or uncertainty. Parents play a vital role in easing

this transition. This guide will help you support your child emotionally, mentally, and practically as they return to school.

RE-ESTABLISH
ROUTINES

Gradually shift back to school-time

routines a week or two before term starts.
Regular bedtimes, wake-up times, and
mealtimes can help children feel more secure
and reduce the shock of change when school
begins. Having a routine creates predictability
and stability, helping to reduce anxiety while

N\
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> TALK ABOUT
FEELINGS

Encourage open conversations with children
about their feelings. Ask them how they feel
about returning to school, such as what they're
looking forward to and anything they might be
feeling unsure or worried about. Validating their
emotions can help reduce anxiety and show
them it's okay to talk about their emotional
wellbeing.
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5 SUPPORTWITH |
SLEEP

Children need adequate sleep for
concentration, brain function, memory, and
emotional regulation. Establish a wind-down
routine without screens at least an hour before
bed, and encourage relaxing activities like
reading or listening to calming music.
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, LOOKOUT N g
FOR SIGNS .

Some children hide their anxiety. Watch

fol anges in their behaviour, such as
withdrawal, stomach aches, and irritability. If
worries persist, speak with their teacher or the
pastoral team early to ensure your child
receives support.

g REFRESH SOCIAL
CONNECTIONS

Help children reconnect with school friends

by arranging playdates or video chats in the
week before school starts. Familiar faces and
social interactions help the transition and
provide emotional comfort on that first day back.

-

Meet Our Expert

This guide was created by Jo Morton-Brown, an Emotional Health
Practitioner with nearly 15 years’ experience supporting children and
young people’s mental health. She produces uplifting YouTube content for
pupils and trains adults to better support young people’s wellbeing, with a
mission to help every child feel valued and understand their emotions.

¢ CREATE A CALM
MORNING

Mornings set the tone for the day. Plan ahead
with a consistent morning routine that allows
time for breakfast, getting dressed, and talking
calmly about the day. Avoid last-minute rushing
to reduce stress for everyone.

; FOCUS ON
POSITIVES

Talk about the fun and interesting parts of
school - seeing friends, favourite subjects, or
exciting activities. One simple but powerful
change parents can make is swapping “How's
your day been?” for “What's been good about
your day?” This invites more of a positive, open
response. Focusing on positives can help shift
children’s anxious thoughts and reframe school
as a safe and engaging place.

g VISIT OR VISUALISE
SCHOOL

If possible, encourage visits to the school
grounds before the first day, especially if it's a
new school. Walking the route or even looking at
photos of classrooms and teachers can make
the environment feel familiar. The school
website is always a great go-to place for this.
This is particularly helpful for younger children
or those with additional needs.

9 PLAN AHEAD
TOGETHER

Involve children in preparing for school - buying
supplies, packing their bag, or choosing lunch
options. This gives them a sense of control and
builds excitement. Use checklists or calendars
to prepare together, helping reduce last-minute
stress.

STAY POSITNE 0, 2)
AND PRESENT _ %

ren pick up on your outlook. Stay calm,
positive, and present, especially during
drop-offs. Avoid lingering goodbyes, and let
them know you’ll be there at pick-up. A
ent, reassuring presence builds their
confidence and resilience.

10

The
National
College’

X @wake_up_weds 3 /wuw.thenationalcollege @wake.up.wednesday o @wake.upweds

Users of this guide do so at their own discretion. No liability is entered into. Current as of the date of release: 27.08.2025




Online safety

. Roblox

Roblox s a platform where users can create, access and play games. As the content in
Roblox is user-generated, it can't be categorised by the same age ratings as content made
by commercial companies in the UK. PEGI has altered their rating from “PEGI 77 to "Parental
Guidance Recommended”, due to the vast amount of user-generated content that varies in
themes and age-rating.

Stay safe on Roblox by following the instructions below:

Privacy

Set your account to private using these simple instructions:
* Along the bottom navigation bar tap on the three dots.

* Scroll down and tap on Settings.

* Tap on Privaey, From here you can control who messages you, imites you to
servers, and much more.

Report

Report & user using these simple instructions:

Underneath the game you want to report. tap on the
three dots.

* Tap on Report.

- Tnen select why you are reporting and tap on Report

Block
Block a user using these simple instructions: Privacy
* On the users profile, tap on the three dots.
Tap on Block User. Settings
Tap Block again to be extra sure the contact has been
blocked. Privacy Settirgs
Account Restrictions

SAFETY
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Our House Point system

Below is a reminder of what your child will be working towards as they collect their house points
on class dojo this year

House Points
2025-26

¢ %

Silver

Award [ )
bl House Badge Award \
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Remember, your house badge is the colour of your year group!
Can you collect a different coloured badge each year to collect the whole set?

* *

Great Linford

Parish J§§X¥E
Council

REMINDER! Redhouse Park Community Litter Pick is THIS Saturday!
Don’t forget to join us on Saturday, 6th September for a morning of community action and
positive vibes!

10:00 AM - 12:30 PM Redhouse Play Park, Rowditch Furlong, MK14 5FD

We’ll have all the kit you need - just show up ready to make a difference! Free
refreshments for all our amazing

Let’s come together to keep Redhouse clean, green, and proud. Bring your friends,
your family, and your best community spirit!




Redhouse Park

community litter pick

e Q5 SAT6 SEP10:00AM - 12:30PM
@)

Great Local l'f:,

S e Canny Meeting Point: Redhouse Play Park,
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