
 

 

12th September 2025 
 
Dear Parents/Carers 
 
Thank you to those parents who donated items for our playground imagination zone at the donation 
station this week. If there are any other items you wish to donate, please drop them into reception 
for the attention of Mr Jenkins.  

This week we had our first Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2 Aspire celebration assemblies. Some teachers 
found it hard to pick just one winner as they have been so impressed with how the children are doing 
so far this year. We are making a slight change to our Aspire Tea this year which winners attend. This 
will now be run by myself during the singing assembly each week so children aren’t missing any of 
their lessons. Don’t worry – there will still be cake for them to enjoy! Our singing assembly runs 
fortnightly with Key Stage 1 one week and Key Stage 2 the next week so children may need to wait an 
extra week to attend. We do feel however this is better than them coming out during a lesson and 
missing some learning time. 

This week in assembly, the children celebrated Roald Dahl Day. They discovered fun facts about the 
famous author and had a go at solving riddles based on his best-loved stories. Can you guess this 
one? 

I mix shampoo, toothpaste, and shoe polish too, 
Into a potion of bubbling goo. 
Grandma drinks it and changes her size, 
Which Dahl story brings this surprise? 

Why not join in the fun on Saturday 13th (Roald Dahl Day) by reading one of your favourite Roald 
Dahl books or watching a film inspired by his stories? 

Have a wonderful weekend. 
 
Mrs Dixon 
Head of School  
 

 

Your weekly reminder that we are a nut free school 

Thank you for your continued support with this matter ensuring our children who 
have this life-threatening allergy stay safe. 
 

 

 

 
 
Attendance was much better this week and our attendance so far this 
year is 95.3%.  
Well done to Mrs Pritchard’s class (1TP) who had 100% attendance this 
week! 
 



 

 

School attendance policy – Authorised absence 
In the next few weeks, I will share with you parts of our pupil attendance policy. The full policy can be 
found here on our website. This week we will look at authorised absence. 
 
If your child does not attend, we have to record the appropriate code in the register which explains 
the nature of why they are absent. Government guidelines on attendance codes means that as a 
school there are only certain absences that we are able to authorise. These are explained below: 
 

Authorised absence codes 

Medical appointments 

Absences for medical appointments will be recorded with a M code if they result in the child 
missing either of the registration periods. If your child has their appointment during the day, but 
are still present for both registration periods, then the register remains unchanged and they will 
still be marked as present. We will sign them out on the signing in system to record when they 
leave.  

Religious observance 

We will authorise the day of observance. The day must be exclusively set apart for religious 
observance by the religious body to which the parents belong.  

Illness 

We know that sometimes our pupils cannot come to school because they are really unwell - and 
that's the right thing to do for them and other students. Medical advice is clear however that 
children with mild illness will often be well enough to attend - for example if they have a cough, or 
cold, without a temperature. The NHS have produced a very useful guide to help you decide if your 
child should be in school or not: visit   https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-
school/ 

Any authorisation of absence through illness is done so at the discretion of the Head of School or 
member of staff delegated to carry out this task, such as the Attendance Officer. We will mark 
absence due to illness as authorised, unless the school has a genuine concern about the 
authenticity of the illness. Some examples of when reasonable doubts and concerns over the 
authenticity of illness occur include: 

• Frequent absences: A child regularly having days off ill 

• Patterns in timing: Absences reported as illness that occur regularly on particular days 
(e.g. Mondays, test days, PE days) 

• Days before or after a school holiday: School suspect the child is in fact on holiday 

• Inconsistencies in explanation: Reports from parents/guardians that don’t match what 
the child says, or symptoms that change frequently without medical follow-up 

• Safeguarding concerns: The school suspects the illness may be masking family difficulties 
or neglect 

• Impact on learning: The child’s absences are causing significant gaps in progress, and the 
reasons given don’t appear proportionate to the amount of time missed. 

https://www.greatlinfordprimaryschool.co.uk/uploads/1/1/1/2/11125524/glps_pupil_attendance_policy_september_2024__2_.pdf
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/


 

 

In these circumstances, we may request medical evidence in order to authorise the illness. Where 
attendance is of a serious concern, we may require medical evidence to authorise any further 
periods of absence through illness. This will be determined on an individual basis. Parents will be 
notified of this by letter. 

In the case of an illness which lasts for five days or more (or four days in the event of an INSET day 
or Bank Holiday), parents will always be asked to provide medical evidence.  

Acceptable forms of medical evidence include:  

• An appointment text message or letter 

• A GP stamp  

• Evidence of consultation with NHS 111 

• Medication prescribed by a GP 

• Copy of prescription 

Where evidence has been requested and has not been provided, the absence will be recorded as 
unauthorised. If the school is not satisfied about the authenticity of the illness, the absence will be 
recorded as unauthorised and parents will be notified. The NHS gives clear guidance on which 
illnesses requires a child to be kept off from school and illnesses where children are still able to 
attend school in ‘Is My Child Too Ill for School?’ https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/healthy-body/is-my-
child-too-ill-for-school/  If parents disregard this guidance, the absence will be recorded as 
unauthorised.  

Absence due to unavoidable cause 

The Head of School can authorise absence in emergencies where the parent can prove that the 
reason their child was prevented from coming to school was unavoidable, such as a bereavement 
or a sudden emergency. 

Family emergencies need careful consideration before decisions about attendance are made. It is 
not always appropriate or in the best interests of the pupil to miss education for emergencies 
which are being dealt with by adult family members. Being at school with support from staff and 
peers can provide children with stability. The school routine offers a safe and familiar background 
during times of uncertainty.  

If the Head of School is satisfied with the reason given and the reason is in relation to the child, not 
just the parent, then the absence will be recorded as authorised. 

Exceptional circumstances 
 
The Head of School can authorise requests for leave in exceptional circumstances. We define 
exceptional circumstances as rare, significant events which are unavoidable, for example 
attendance at a funeral (only the day of the funeral and not travelling days), accredited extra-
curricular exams (such as ballet) participation in approved sporting events (regional or national 
level) or visiting a terminally ill relative. 

 
Next week we will look at unauthorized absences and what happens with these.  
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/healthy-body/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/healthy-body/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/


 

 

Diary dates 
Dates were given out for the year in the first newsletter. Going forwards, I will include dates here for 
the current term as a reminder. Any new dates which were not shared previously will appear in red. 
 

Date Time Event 

w/c 15th 
September 

3:15 – 
4:15pm 

Miss Guy’s after school sports clubs start this week  
Monday – Gymnastics  
Tuesday – Dance 
 

25th September After 
school 
TBC 

Year 5/6 Boys Football league off-site (7 weeks) 
Miss Guy will select individuals who will be invited to participate. 

26th September After 
school 
TBC 

Year 3/4 Brazilian Soccer Festival off-site 
Miss Guy will select individuals who will be invited to participate. 

w/c 29th 
September 

 Harvest festival donations week 1  

1st October 3:30 – 
4:00pm       

Year 1 Parent phonics workshop 
Please come to the office to sign in 

1st October After 
school 
TBC 

Year 5/6 Girls netball league starts off-site (4 weeks) 
Miss Guy will select individuals who will be invited to participate.  

2nd October 3:30 – 
4:00pm     

EYFS (Caterpillars) Parent phonics workshop 
Please come to the office to sign in 

3rd October TBC Year 5/6 Sports Leader event off site  
For children who have already been selected as our Sports Leaders 

w/c 6th October  Harvest festival donations week 2 (final week) 

7th October  School photos – Individual and siblings 

7th October 3:30 – 
4:00pm     

Year 6 SATs parent workshop  
Please come to the office to sign in 

10th October TBC Year 1/2 Multi skills festival off site  

13th October  Home learning due in 

14th October 3:30 – 
4:00pm    

Year 3 Caldecotte residential parent information session 
Please come to the office to sign in 

19th – 22nd 
October 

 Year 6 Residential to Condover Hall 
(for children who have already signed up and paid) 

23rd October 3:30 – 
4:30pm 

EYFS (Caterpillars) and Years 1 and 2 Spooky Disco 

23rd October 5:00 – 
6:00pm 

Years 3, 4, 5 and 6 Spooky Disco 

24th October  Last day of term 

Half term  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

This week’s Aspire winners  

 

1TP Ivy 1RC Evie 

2PK Eliana 2LD Eden 

3MY Abigail 3JC Ella 
Eva 

4AJ Holly 4MH Zahars 

5SS Tommy M 
Rebecca 

5GF Vinnie 

6LG George 6AS Eliza 
 

 

 
Flute Spaces -  Still available for 25-26 
On Friday, Mrs Watts and Miss Creed came in to do a 
flute demonstration in the hall. If your child is interested 
in starting the flute, please sign up using this link: 
https://mkcoop.eepos.fi/#/forms 

 

Instrumental Lessons in school with the MK Co-op 

  
The Music Co-op are now in charge of instrumental lessons and 
payments.  
 
If your child wishes to start a new instrument at any point in the 

academic year, or you have any questions about payments, please 
contact Katie on: 

mkmusiccoop@gmail.com or via the website, 
https://www.mkmusiccoop.com/ . 

 

 

https://mkcoop.eepos.fi/#/forms
mailto:mkmusiccoop@gmail.com
https://www.mkmusiccoop.com/


 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Reading at Great Linford Primary School - What will my child bring home? 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 

Community messages 

Need help with housing or finances? Get free, confidential advice!  

Great Linford & Bradwell Parishes are working together to bring Citizens Advice Drop-In 
Sessions to you.  

Tuesdays, 10 AM - 1 PM  

Conniburrow Community Centre, MK14 7DX  

Just drop in- no appointments needed! 
 

 

 

MK SEND team messages 

Parents and Carers Alliance MK (PACA MK) 

The Parents and Carers Alliance MK, known locally as PACA MK are our local Parent Carer Forum 
for special educational needs and disabilities. They are a strategic partner of the City Council, 
facilitating coproduction by capturing the voice of families and feeding this back to the local area 
SEND partnership. 

PACA MK can also provide some information and signposting to families who are navigating SEND 
services. You can see a short video about what PACA MK do here: PACA - YouTube 

PACA have created a booklet for parents whose children are neurodivergent, which can be found 
here: Supporting Your Neurodiverse Child | PDF to Flipbook. 

You may find this booklet useful to share with families that you are working with. 

 

https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv=j51uVlmdnjo/1/01000199394d17d4-05e04840-2e36-4bcf-ae0b-5380cace84d0-000000/Y_8jcP4N2X_6vkK3AycnpaQnPhiFazY2TK0Dku4KmaQ=422
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fheyzine.com%2Fflip-book%2F403ab4fbbd.html%23page%2F3/1/01000199394d17d4-05e04840-2e36-4bcf-ae0b-5380cace84d0-000000/oHi0eSLQ1mXdAtdyi64k2A3HinToNb6zvrlmVhRlblY=422

