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19t September 2025

Dear Parents/Carers

A couple of parents have raised concerns about unsafe parking over the last couple of weeks. Please
can we ask that everyone parks considerately and responsibly. A reminder that the car park at the
co-op is available to use and has a 2 hour limit. We will continue to send regular reminders about
parking but if you continue to have concerns, you may wish to report them to the council or to the
police. Further information on how to do this can be found here.

Year 4 were out about in the community this week on a local walk to Great Linford Manor Park as
part of their Geography fieldwork. The children enjoyed exploring how land is used for
transportation, recreational and residential purposes. They were also able to identify human and
physical features within Great Linford. They represented the school so well and all of the adults
were really impressed with how well they demonstrated our ROOTS values.

Year 6 parents, we have added a residential parent information session to the calendar on 8"
October at 3:30pm. Please come around to the office on the day so that you can be signed in. | would
also like to remind Year 6 parents about applying for a secondary school place as the application
window is now open. We have had a couple of questions about how to do this. Applications need to
be made on the Citizen Portal. Information on how to do this and other important information about
the process can be found here. The deadline for applications is 31°* October.

| hope you all have a great weekend.

Mrs Dixon
Head of School

Your weekly reminder that we are a nut free school

Thank you for your continued support with this matter ensuring our children who
have this life-threatening allergy stay safe.

.= Attendance . _
rea] Our attendance so far this year is 95.9%.

#7* Matters Well done to 1RC, our highest attending class this week with 99.4%

School attendance policy
Last week we looked at when absences could be coded as authorised in the register. This week we
will look at the unauthorized absence codes.



https://www.milton-keynes.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2022-11/A4%20mini%20guide%20-%20Parking%20Enforcement%20%282%29.pdf
https://www.milton-keynes.gov.uk/schools-and-lifelong-learning/school-admissions/starting-secondaryupper-school-september-2026

Unauthorised absence codes

Arrived in school after registration closed
Pupils should arrive in school between 8:30am and 8:40am on each school day.

The register for the first session will be taken at 8:40am with lessons starting by
8:50am.

The DfE do state that the register can remain open for a maximum of 30 minutes.
Pupils who arrive late but before 9:10am will receive a late ‘L’ mark, which is
authorised. 9:10am is the point where registration closes and pupils who arrive after
this time will receive a U mark which is unauthorised.

Absent in other or unknown circumstances
No reason for absence has been established, or the school isn’t satisfied that the
reason given would be recorded using one of the codes for authorised absence

Holiday not granted by the school

The DfE used to allow schools to record some holidays with an H code if they wished.
An H code represented a child going on a holiday which had been authorised by the
school. This code no longer exists however and all holidays are classed as
unauthorised.

The term ‘holiday’ covers absences for the purpose of leisure and recreation. It
includes visiting relatives.

Reason for absence not yet established

This is a temporary code and is used in the first instance when a pupil does not arrive
at school

Where any pupil we expect to attend school does not attend, or stops attending,
without reason, we will follow our first day calling and beyond procedures:

e Day 1- Child isn’t present at school and the parent/carer hasn’t informed us
why. We call the child’s first contact on SIMS and await a response. Contact
by text will also be made. Should the child be working with Children’s Social
Care or is looked after, all SIMS contacts would be called to obtain a reason
for absence. We would also inform the Social Worker of the child’s absence.

e Day 2- Child is absent again without reason and school has had no response to
the message left the previous day. We now contact all contacts on SIMS to
see if we can get a reason as to why the child is absent. Should there be no
response by the afternoon, a home visit will be conducted to ensure the child
and the family are safe and well. A calling card will be left asking the parents
to contact the school immediately.

e Day 3- Child is absent again and still no contact has been received. We will
continue to try and make contact. We may contact MASH — the Multiagency
Safeguarding Hub - if we have any concerns about the child’s safety. We may
also request a welfare check from the police.
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e Day 4-9- We continue to try and contact the family including carrying out
further safe and well home visits.

e Day 10 — We complete a Child Missing Education referral to the Local
Authority

Diary dates
Dates were given out for the year in the first newsletter. Going forwards, | will include dates here for

the current term as a reminder. Any new dates which were not shared previously will appear in red.

Date Time Event

25™ September | After Year 5/6 Boys Football league off-site (7 weeks)
school Miss Guy will select individuals who will be invited to participate.
TBC

26" September | After Year 3/4 Brazilian Soccer Festival off-site
school Miss Guy will select individuals who will be invited to participate.
TBC

w/c 29t Harvest festival donations week 1

September

15 October 3:30- Year 1 Parent phonics workshop
4:00pm Please come to the office to sign in

15 October After Year 5/6 Girls netball league starts off-site (4 weeks)
school Miss Guy will select individuals who will be invited to participate.
TBC

2" October 3:30- EYFS (Caterpillars) Parent phonics workshop
4:00pm Please come to the office to sign in

3 October TBC Year 5/6 Sports Leader event off site

For children who have already been selected as our Sports Leaders

w/c 6" October Harvest festival donations week 2 (final week)

7t October School photos — Individual and siblings

7t October 3:30- Year 6 SATs parent workshop
4:00pm Please come to the office to sign in

8™ October 3:30- Year 6 residential final information session
4:00pm Please come to the office to sign in

8™ October Afternoon | Year 5 geography fieldwork local walk

10t October TBC Year 1/2 Multi skills festival off site

13" October Home learning due in

14 October 3:30- Year 3 Caldecotte residential parent information session
4:00pm Please come to the office to sign in

19th — 22nd Year 6 Residential to Condover Hall

October (for children who have already signed up and paid)

23 October 3:30- EYFS (Caterpillars) and Years 1 and 2 Spooky Disco
4:30pm

23 October 5:00 - Years 3, 4, 5 and 6 Spooky Disco
6:00pm

24 October Last day of term

Half term
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&” * " This week’s Aspire winners "4

Joni 1RC Adriel
Eugenia 2LD Theodore
Noah 3JC Elina
Flavia 4MH Arabelle
Kevinas 5GF Sonny-Lee
Ariana 6AS Elizaveta

Key Stage 1 Aspire winners tea

Last week’s Aspire winners celebrated with Mrs Dixon this week




dell and Friends

BINGO

£4 per person

Doors open 4.45pm, Eyes down for 5pm!

Venve: Marsh Drive Community Centre

Please bring your own drinks.
Pre-order a pizza when buying your tickets £8 per pizza!
We can’t wait for you to join us, grab your spot on gateway,
limited availability.

r
;
Sunday 12th October 2025

Please note, tickets and pizza will be available to purchase
on Gateway from Monday 22" September.
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Miss Guy’s Afterschool Sports Clubs
This Half Term

Monday Tuesday

Gymnastics Dance
EYFS to Year 6 with Miss Guy Year 2 to Year 6 with Miss Guy

Sign up for afterschool sports clubs is now open on SchoolGateway.

After School Clubs — Autumn Term 1 (wednesday 10= September- 232 October 2025

| Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday
YR1 to YRE YR2TQ YRE EYFS to YR3 YR2 to YRE Enjoy Afterschool club is
Smart Raspberry cooking Dance with Miss Guy Football with Let's Kick it Football with Let's Kick it available
£57 for 6 weeks £24 for 6 weelks £7 per session or £42 booked az £7 per session or £42 booked as | Book via School Gateway
3.15pm - 4.15pm 3:15pm-4:15pm block (7 sessions) black (7 sessions)
15* September — 20° October 16" September — 21st October 10 September until 22+ October 11* September until 23rd
2025 2025 2025 October 2025
ax 12 Max 30 Baok via Boaok via
Book via Boolk via School Gateway https://eequ.org/letskickitgreatlin | https://eequ.org/letskickitgreat]
https://pertal.smartraspberry.fr ford inford
anscapelofclass-overview/911
EYFS TO YRG YR3 to YRE YR1 to YR3
Gymnastics with Miss Guy Get Coaching MK-Tennis Club Gat Coaching MK-Tennis Club
£24 for 6 weeks £36 for 6 sessions £36 for 6 sessions
3:15pm-4:15pm 10m September until 15* October 11* September untll 16» October
15 September = 20v October September 2025 2025
2025 Book via Booking via
Max 30 https://pay.gocardless.com/BRTO | https://pay.gocardless.com/BRT
Book via School Gateway D03ZHYDWEY2 D003 ZHYKPEEM
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At The National College, our WakeUpWednesday guides empower and equip parents, carers and educators with the confidence and practical skills to be able to have informed and age-appropriate
conversations with children about online safety, mental health and wellbeing, and climate change. Formerly delivered by National Online Safety, these guides now address wider topics and themes.
For further guides, hints and tips, please visit nationalcollege.com.

‘& Educators’Needitolknow about
SNAP STREAK

7 SN&PCHAT

With over 900 million active monthly users and billions of ‘Snaps’ sent each month, Snapchat is a popular
messaging app among children and young people. It allows users to share fun, spontaneous pictures and
videos with friends and family while using playful filters. One of Snapchat’s unique features is that pictures,
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WHAT ARE

THE RISKS?
Sy N
ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE

snapchat’s use of artificial intelligence (A1)

includes features like the ‘My Al’ chatbot and
Al-powered filters, offering interactive experiences that
can be fun but also pose risks. These tools may share
unfiltered or inaccurate responses, promote unrealistic
beauty standards, and collect personal data.
Advanced filters and deepfake-style lenses can distort
reality, potentially leading to manipulation,
impersonation, or inappropriate content.

SCREEN ADDICTION & P

Snapchat boosts user engagement and daily use

with features like streaks (daily Snapchat exchanges
between you and a friend). When a streak’s been going
for a few days, users will see a & emoji. The number
alongside it shows the number of days, but if users
miss a day and break the streak, the only way to
restore it is to pay. This encourages daily use habits,
and frequent notifications can keep users returning to
the app even more often.

e

SEXTORTION

Because Snapchat's disappearing messages

feature may foster a sense of safety, users may
become targets of sextortion. For example, a predator
may pressure someone into sending nude images,
then somehow capture those images to threaten and
intimidate the victim. This might involve claiming they
will share the images with friends or family unless
money is paid.

e
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Created with guidance from Common Sense Media, Snapchat has
developed a Family Safety Hub that explains how the app works and how to
use its in-app protections for teens. it's recommended that you review this
guidance before allowing a child to download Snapchat. Remember, the
app is only intended for children aged 13 and over.

& SHMRd muEmiss .o

BLOCK AND REPORT

If a stranger connects with a child on Snapchat and makes them feel

uncomfortable by pressuring them to send or receive unwanted or inappropriate
images, the child can tap the three dots on that person'’s profile to report or block them.
There are options to state why they're reporting that user, with a tailored reporting
section under the ‘Nudity and Sexual Content’ category. In this category, there's the
option to report somebody for threatening to leak sexually explicitimages, or ‘nudes’,

|
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Meet Qur Expert

Dr Claire Sutherland is an online safety consultant, educator and
researcher who has developed and implemented anti-bullying and cyber
safety policies for schools. She has written various academic papers and
carried out research for the Australian Government comparing internet
use and sexting behaviour of young people in the UK, USA and Australia.

\

Source: See full reference list on guide page at: h ationalcollege.com/guides/snapchat

X @wake_up_weds n /wuw.thenutionalcollege

videos and messages are only viewable for a short period of time.
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SNAPCHAT+

Snapchat+ is the platform’s premium

subscription service, offering early access to new and
exclusive features. In June 2025, Snapchat introduced
anew tier called Lens+, giving subscribers access to
hundreds of lenses and AR experiences for playing,
creating, and sharing Snaps. These paid features may
encourage young users to spend money to access
exclusive content, increasing the risk of overspending
or feeling pressured to make in-app purchases.

ACCESSIBILITY

Snapchat is now accessible from a web browser,
meaning children can use it on a laptop or tablet
without downloading the app. This can make activity
harder to monitor, reduce the effectiveness of parental
controls, and increase the risk of unsupervised
communication or exposure to inappropriate conte

Some content on Snapchat isn't suitable
even an innocent search term could still yield l .
to share explicit images on impulse - so sexting

for children. The hashtags used to group
age-inappropriate results. The app’s disappearing
continues to be arisk associated with Snapchat.

INAPPROPRIATE CONTENT -a_ |
content are determined by the poster, so

messages feature also makes it easy for young people
-— = q

ENCOURAGE OPEN DISCUSSIONS

Snapchat’s risks can be easier to handle if you nurture an open dialogue. Talk

” -

about scams and blackmail before letting children sign up. If they're lured into a scam, <
encourage them to tell you immediately. Talk openly and non-judgementally about

sexting, emphasising its inherent risks. Furthermore, explain how popular ‘challenges’ on 4.

the platform can have harmful consequences. b
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USE PRIVACY SETTINGS TOGETHER

A\

Sit down with the children in your care and explore Snapchat’s privacy settings

as a shared activity. You can help them adjust who can contact them, view their
stories, or see their location on Snap Map. It's a good opportunity to explain why some
settings are safer than others, reinforcing their understanding of online boundaries.
Encourage them to regularly review these settings, especially after app updates or

changes in their friendship groups.
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Users of this guide do so at their own discretion. No liability is entered into. Current as of the date of release: 17.09.2025




Online safety

Disney+ Blengp+

Disney+ has brought viewers some of our all time favourites from The Lion King to Frozen. With Disney +, users can watch all
their favourite films and TV shows. Although this platform caters to a younger audience, there are some titles which might

not be suitable for younger children.

Use our helpful guidance below to ensure a safe viewing experience.

Restrict certain content for your Disney+ account:

From your web browser, visit Disney+.

Log in to your account.

Go to your Profile.

Select Edit Profiles.

You will see a list of the profiles you have made.
Select the profile you want to change.

Move the toggle to the right to switch on Kids Profile.
Don't forget to hit Save.

Turn off Autoplay on your Disney+ account:




MK Local offer

Milton Keynes Libraries have regular weekly Lego Clubs at all their libraries. There’s
no need to book, they are all drop-in sessions so grab your hard hat and come do
some building! www.milton-keynes.gov.uk/library-events

LEGO & DUPLO CLUBS

Milton Keynes
City Council TUESDAY:  4-5 at Central Library
3.30-4.30 at Wolverton Library
WEDNESDAY:  3.30-4.30 at Newport Pagnell Library
THURSDAY:  3.30-4.30 at Bletchley Library
3.30-4.30 at Westcroft Library
FRIDAY:  3.30-4.30 at Stony Stratford Library
3.30-4.30 at Kingston Library
3.30-4.30 at Olney Library
3.30-4.30 at Woburn Sands Library
SATURDAY:  10-12 at Central Library
11-12 at Stony Stratford Library
10.30-11.30 at Olney Library
(first Saturday each month)

www.milton-keynes.gov.uk/library-events

Milton Keynes Libraries
September 15 at 10:31AM - @

We have regular weekly Lego Clubs at all our libraries. There's no need to book,
they are all drop-in sessions so grab your hard hat and come do some building!
www.milton-keynes.gov.uk/library-events

Understanding and Navigating School Avoidance &'/

The EBSA Working Group has developed free guidance and resources to support parents
and carers in understanding EBSA. These tools aim to help you feel more confident in
promoting your child’s emotional wellbeing and engagement with learning.

Access the resources at: https://www.mksendlocaloffer.co.uk/emotionally-based...

Understanding and Navigating
School Avoidance.

Emotionally Based School Avoidance (EBSA) can affect children and young
people in different ways, and for many reasons.

The EBSA Working Group has developed free guidance and
resources to support parents and carers in understanding
EBSA. These tools aim to help you feel more confident in
promoting your child's emotional wellbeing and engagement
with learning.

The guidance includes:
*  Practical strategies and resources
* Supportive advice

-- .
* Signposting to local services SCAN METO
LEARN MORE

Whether you're just noticing signs or already dealing with
EBSA, these resources are here to support you and your child.



https://www.mksendlocaloffer.co.uk/emotionally-based-school-avoidance-ebsa?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBEwOWN1TmF3aTNuVXpBbG1BSgEe0_clgv-XmlkEZn3N29NkfFkDVs34QVJNEHxHQBI-rFUCKEts9fCItbJeHNg_aem_IJRY6aF1BNuvJtZIoJM4ew

GREAT LINFORD PRIMARY SCHOOL




