
 

 

26th September 2025 
 
Dear Parents/Carers 
  
This week has been a busy and exciting one at school, filled with great learning and activities. In 
assembly this week, we talked  about National Recycle Week. The pupils shared brilliant ideas on 
how small changes can make a big difference, from reusing materials in art projects to making sure 
our classrooms are tidy and waste is sorted properly. The theme for this year was ‘Rescue Me! 
Recycle’ and it focussed on raising awareness of household items that might be missed, but can be 
recycled at recycling centres, such as mattresses, appliances and batteries. 
 
We also held a fire drill this week and were very impressed with how sensible and calm the children 
were throughout. They lined up quickly and quietly, listened carefully to instructions, and made their 
way to the assembly point with great maturity. It was wonderful to see everyone taking the drill so 
seriously and showing just how responsible they can be in helping to keep our school safe. 
 
Looking ahead, on Monday we are delighted to be welcoming Reverend Dunning and Reverend 
Peterson Feital, who will be speaking to the children about the Harvest Festival. As part of our 
celebrations, the school will be collecting donations over the next two weeks to support those in 
need. More information about this, including the items we are asking for, can be found later in the 
newsletter. 
 
Finally, I would like to take a moment to thank all our parents and carers for their continued support. 
Wishing you a restful and happy weekend. 
 
Kind regards,  
 
Mrs Dixon 
Head of School  
 

 

Your weekly reminder that we are a nut free school 

Thank you for your continued support with this matter ensuring our children who 
have this life-threatening allergy stay safe. 
 

 

 

 
 
Our attendance so far this year is 95.2% (this week was 93.6%). 
Well done to 2LD, our highest attending class this week with 98.2% 
attendance! 
 
 

 
School attendance policy  
As you know we are looking at different sections of the policy each week. This week I have taken 
section 12 from our policy: Requesting leave during term time, including for holidays 



 

 

12. Requesting leave during term time, including for holidays 
Absence for purposes of leave during term time can only be authorised by the Head of School at their 
discretion, within the boundaries set by the Education (Pupil Registrations) (England) Regulations 
2006. “Head Teachers may not authorise leave during term time except where the circumstances are 
exceptional.” Under the Regulations, retrospective authorisation for leave in exceptional 
circumstances is not permitted so if parents did not apply for leave of absence in advance, the 
absence must be recorded as unauthorised. We define exceptional circumstances as rare, significant 
events which are unavoidable, for example attendance at a funeral (only the day of the funeral and 
not travelling days), accredited extra-curricular exams (such as ballet) participation in approved 
sporting events (regional or national level) or visiting a terminally ill relative.  
The following guiding principles apply: 
 

• The decision to authorise a pupil’s absence is wholly at the Head of School’s discretion. The 

Head of School considers each application for term-time absence individually, taking into 

account the specific facts, circumstances and relevant context behind the request. 

• If an event can reasonably be scheduled outside of term-time then a request for leave will 

not be authorised for such an event – holidays are therefore not considered ‘exceptional 

circumstances’. This is reinforced in the Department for Education’s (DfE’s) statutory 

guidance on working together to improve school attendance (applies from 19 August 2024) 

which states ‘the DfE does not consider a need or desire for a holiday or other absence for 

the purpose of leisure and recreation to be an exceptional circumstance.’ This will include 

visiting relatives, or a holiday due to mental or physical illness issues unless supported by 

medical evidence that makes it clear that the child must go on holiday at that particular 

time – but this will be very rare. The DfE has “retired” the H register code for Holiday as 

there, in theory, will be no longer be any “holidays”. 

• It is acceptable for the Head of School to take a pupil’s record of attendance into account 

when making absence-related decisions.  

• The Head of School may require evidence to support any request for leave of absence. 

• We have a duty to make reasonable adjustments for pupils with special needs and/or 

disabilities.  

If the Head of School is satisfied that there are exceptional circumstances to warrant the granting of 

leave of absence, the Head of School will then determine the number of school days that can be 

authorised.  

When leave for “exceptional circumstances” is granted, it should be time limited with the Head being 

clear on the date that the child is expected to return to school. If a family fail to give a return date or 

this keeps changing and the child cannot access school after 20 school days, they can be removed 

from roll. School must have made all possible efforts to communicate with the parent as well as 

given warnings of the likely outcome if a date is not given and the child does not return to school 

within this timescale. 

Any request should be submitted as soon as it is anticipated by emailing 

absence@greatlinfordprimaryschool.co.uk  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/working-together-to-improve-school-attendance
mailto:absence@greatlinfordprimaryschool.co.uk


 

 

If you are considering asking permission for your child to be granted leave of absence from school, 

please think very carefully. Missing out on lessons will always have a negative impact on your child’s 

educational progress. When a child is absent from school, valuable teaching and learning time is lost 

and it is often very difficult to make up for gaps in individual pupils’ learning. 

If the school is unable to authorise the absence and the child is still taken out of school, this will be 

recorded as unauthorised absence.  

 
 
Diary dates 
Dates were given out for the year in the first newsletter. Going forwards, I will include dates here for 
the current term as a reminder. Any new dates which were not shared previously will appear in red. 
 

Date Time Event 

w/c 29th 
September 

 Harvest festival donations week 1  

1st October 3:30 – 
4:00pm       

Year 1 Parent phonics workshop 
Please come to the office to sign in 

1st October After 
school 
TBC 

Year 5/6 Girls netball league starts off-site (4 weeks) 
Miss Guy will select individuals who will be invited to participate.  

2nd October 3:30 – 
4:00pm     

EYFS (Caterpillars) Parent phonics workshop 
Please come to the office to sign in 

3rd October TBC Year 5/6 Sports Leader event off site  
For children who have already been selected as our Sports Leaders 

w/c 6th October  Harvest festival donations week 2 (final week) 

7th October  School photos – Individual and siblings 

7th October 3:30 – 
4:00pm     

Year 6 SATs parent workshop  
Please come to the office to sign in 

8th October 3:30 – 
4:00pm 

Year 6 residential final information session 
Please come to the office to sign in 

8th October Afternoon Year 5 geography fieldwork local walk 

10th October TBC Year 1/2 Multi skills festival off site  

13th October  Home learning due in 

14th October 3:30 – 
4:00pm    

Year 3 Caldecotte residential parent information session 
Please come to the office to sign in 

19th – 22nd 
October 

 Year 6 Residential to Condover Hall 
(for children who have already signed up and paid) 

23rd October 3:30 – 
4:30pm 

EYFS (Caterpillars) and Years 1 and 2 Spooky Disco 

23rd October 5:00 – 
6:00pm 

Years 3, 4, 5 and 6 Spooky Disco 

24th October  Last day of term 

Half term  

 

 



 

 

This week’s Aspire winners  

 

1TP Louie 1RC Madison 

2PK Hugo 2LD Theodore 

3MY Jade 3JC Jessica 

4AJ Davina 4MH Adeena 

5SS Airen 5GF Chloe 

6LG Alyssia 6AS Nayara 
 

 

 

Key Stage 2 Aspire winners tea 
 

Last week’s Key Stage 2 Aspire winners celebrated with Mrs Dixon this week. 
 

 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
   

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Please note, tickets and pizza will be available to purchase on 

Gateway 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Mayor’s Christmas Card competition 
 
The Mayor, Councillor James Lancaster will be running a Christmas Card design competition to 
find the perfect design to send to colleagues and associates this Christmas.  

 
The Mayor is looking for the most festive design so don’t hold back! The Mayor’s theme this year 
is sports, leisure and cultural activities and he would be delighted to see inclusion of sports in 
designs but this isn’t essential. We only ask that glitter and shiny materials are not used in the 
design as this may affect the quality of the scanned submission and final electronic design.  
 
Competition guidelines:  

• The competition is open to children attending Mainstream schools up to Year 6 and pupils 
attending Special Schools up to Year 14 plus home-schooled children in these year groups.  

• Please send your designs to us electronically (in PDF format where possible), and draw them 
so they fit on an A4 or A5 sheet. For schools where a class or more than one class is 
participating, we ask that teachers select the top 3 for submission. Deadline for entry is 
Sunday 2 November.  

• The Mayor will judge the entries w/c 3 November and the winner will be contacted shortly 
after. The design will then be finalised for electronic submission.  

 
The design must be submitted to mayorsoffice@milton-keynes.gov.uk, please include the artists 
name, age and contact details (phone and email) for a parent/guardian/teacher. The winners 
parent/guardian/teacher will be contacted before distribution commences and winners will be 
announced on the Mayors social media with permission from parent/guardians. 
 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Online safety 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Phonics Parent Workshops 

 
We would like to remind you that the EYFS and Year 1 Phonics Parent Workshops will be 
taking place this week.  
 

• Year 1 – Wednesday 1st October (3:30pm)  

• EYFS – Thursday 2nd October (3:30pm) 
 
Please wait at the school office, where a member of staff will meet you. 
The session will last for approximately 30 minutes and will cover: 
 

• How phonics/reading is taught at Great Linford Primary School 
• Information on the Phonics Screening Check (Year 1) 
• Practical ideas for supporting your child’s reading at home 

 
We look forward to seeing you there and working together to support your child on their 
reading journey. 

 
 



 

 

Reading Review - what books do we think you should be 
reading? 

Have a look below at our weekly reading review. Each week, a member of 
staff will share two of their favourite books. One for Key Stage 1 and one 
for Key Stage 2. Let’s see what the recommendations are for this week… 

 

Mr Silvester’s Reading Review 

KS1 KS2 

This is a great book based around a strange 
type of school: a pirate school! Lessons 
include learning to walk the plank and 
sword fighting! It’s very funny and will 

appeal to any child who is a little reluctant 
to read.   

This books is very unique! It’s a book I would 
highly recomment to stretch and encourage 
inquisitive children who ask lots of questions 
(that you may not know the answer to!). It’s 

perfect for sparking ideas for home-learning or 
individual projects!   

 



 

 

 

 

Harvest Festival 
 
We are pleased to announce that we will once again be partnering with The Food Bank this year 
to support their Harvest Festival collection. 
 
We kindly ask for your support by donating any spare items from the attached shopping list. 
Donations can be brought into school between Monday 29th September and Friday 10th 
October. 
 
In previous years, we have run a house competition to encourage contributions. This year, we are 
introducing whole-school rewards, which will be achieved through a tiered system: 
 
 

 
Top Tier (3 full 
tables of 

donations): Non-School 
Uniform Day on Thursday 
24th October. 

 
Middle Tier (2 full 
tables of donations): 

Extra break time for all 
pupils. 
 

Bottom Tier (1 full 
table of donations): 
Every child will 
receive 2 

"Responsible" Dojos. 
 
 
We are excited to work 
together as a school 
community to support this 
worthy cause. Thank you in 
advance for your generosity. 
 

 

 



 

 

STEMx Red Bull Visit 
 

 
 

Some of our Year 5 and 6 children attended the STEMx event at the Oracle Red Bull Racing 
campus on Monday as part of the launch for Tech Week. 

 

  



 

 

  

  



 

 

  
 
The children were so excited to get to try a pit stop change of tyres, code a car around model 
tracks of Silverstone and Monaco race circuits, take part in F1 media training and test 
aerodynamics with CO2 powered cars! Mr Jenkins and Miss Pollard were so impressed by their 
exemplary behaviour and enthusiasm. 
 

 
 



 

 

 
 

Many companies had staff attending the Red Bull campus for the event to listen to guest speakers 
and the children enjoyed seeing the likes of Leeds United staff walking round watching them take 
part in the activities in between their conference talks!  

 

 



 

 

 

 
  

 



 

 

 

 
 

 
 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Information from MK Local Offer 
 

Milton Keynes SEND IAS 
notperdSsoufgf56e7tt10e34 P21b1htS0tu52ga:4Mg00lr5c172p4mf  46 eh · 

𝐄𝐯𝐞𝐧𝐭𝐬 𝐚𝐧𝐝 𝐖𝐨𝐫𝐤𝐬𝐡𝐨𝐩𝐬 𝐛𝐲 Milton Keynes SEND IAS  

𝐀𝐮𝐭𝐮𝐦𝐧 𝐓𝐞𝐫𝐦 𝟐𝟎𝟐𝟓  

𝐖𝐨𝐫𝐤𝐬𝐡𝐨𝐩𝐬 
• Education Health Care Plan – Thu 16 October, 10am – 11:15am 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/1735334866299 

• SEND Support - Tue 21 October, 10am -11:15am 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/1735331054899 

• Annual Review of EHCP – Thu 20 November, 10am – 11:15am 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/1735340733849 

𝐒𝐄𝐍𝐃 𝐃𝐫𝐨𝐩-𝐈𝐧 𝐒𝐞𝐬𝐬𝐢𝐨𝐧 

• Moorlands Family Centre – Wed 08 October, 11am – 12:30pm 

For more information see attached posters or visit https://mksendias.org.uk/events 

 

https://www.facebook.com/MKSENDIAS?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVJHdyqmJAxq38N65WmfpwskOt0xtI5Pv44uyHLZRfecOi85bbJG7lKciFGnIwh36aO07dr4Dc3TUoZe66UsQBjiq4ZlrxSDtQEBjYDx1pfqXMCNnQl2G6FYbNHFw_sWi77INNCV4UlbZe0ixI5xhdISrzsmR9ECwL_REX-0hhbwbeWgpHP6LXX0NLhxUZCtJI&__tn__=-UC%2CP-R
https://www.facebook.com/MKSENDIAS/posts/pfbid02vmNF1Tbm9kfmHsxQeoZWKoxhhffatUsQ4iJgkpRFN1QFJHoiLaHCsHabwtpH8Xdpl?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVJHdyqmJAxq38N65WmfpwskOt0xtI5Pv44uyHLZRfecOi85bbJG7lKciFGnIwh36aO07dr4Dc3TUoZe66UsQBjiq4ZlrxSDtQEBjYDx1pfqXMCNnQl2G6FYbNHFw_sWi77INNCV4UlbZe0ixI5xhdISrzsmR9ECwL_REX-0hhbwbeWgpHP6LXX0NLhxUZCtJI&__tn__=%2CO%2CP-R
https://www.facebook.com/MKSENDIAS?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVJHdyqmJAxq38N65WmfpwskOt0xtI5Pv44uyHLZRfecOi85bbJG7lKciFGnIwh36aO07dr4Dc3TUoZe66UsQBjiq4ZlrxSDtQEBjYDx1pfqXMCNnQl2G6FYbNHFw_sWi77INNCV4UlbZe0ixI5xhdISrzsmR9ECwL_REX-0hhbwbeWgpHP6LXX0NLhxUZCtJI&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/1735334866299?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBEwOWN1TmF3aTNuVXpBbG1BSgEeVgrF22mimyVUMraA_YjNGdX_yxGVqe7Y1lhpW49PR6-V4we687xG0XY93G0_aem_YNtjK7TXWVEHhQjZ--wXgQ
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/1735331054899?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBEwOWN1TmF3aTNuVXpBbG1BSgEeNgxoSXSdVmCkUOXiExWHT2SuHsACv-DjYjvdec-lHY6toKiVbBIvgALGKDg_aem_SFzILZBQDIokk9mBKLfaqg
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/1735340733849?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBEwOWN1TmF3aTNuVXpBbG1BSgEe0CSo00ymc71fQlRRSgEGHJE6ONA0Vuz6Nb734ldqdVac3rbiMYIFYFnx3gY_aem_sfLmvt3BsiuXdx-JdQ6VEw
https://www.facebook.com/MoorlandsFamilyCentre?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVJHdyqmJAxq38N65WmfpwskOt0xtI5Pv44uyHLZRfecOi85bbJG7lKciFGnIwh36aO07dr4Dc3TUoZe66UsQBjiq4ZlrxSDtQEBjYDx1pfqXMCNnQl2G6FYbNHFw_sWi77INNCV4UlbZe0ixI5xhdISrzsmR9ECwL_REX-0hhbwbeWgpHP6LXX0NLhxUZCtJI&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fmksendias.org.uk%2Fevents%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBEwOWN1TmF3aTNuVXpBbG1BSgEeYBA0hpX5pNxuNyWctT8XF6cLhrSKaKs8DqcXQ9ceY67mvrvjvlKJ0zFW160_aem_RbekABRPJGkFT1zooDNOxA&h=AT3xDVQjo7HKbvzcBmhgoX6t7HFaJCQ0jTykLrI6tq5ynuPNbVCfJUJqJqtHbmOSrjUej_l1rJs4N5t1ZrO-JFjDVI9VqU50UvDWgrKoajW1LUFnp9KywbcCbyUTHwTwRXEWAGYd2Ec9nQ&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT3KFD7Vtaxd95lvdTkwR_LUJtA5M0o-x28-lE1pSPOpX_onp0Rx8FB24BwkOPV4I9KeV6wicudZ7SY0a51sjNGJS9fHvBA6uApNwLo9xTlZdAgHvw-CB5tW6i5eU6sTtjiClcP1mS9kKQ9kZLNjHorB6LPQoc_-B9hxfluwDxQ-FUjbsLwg2Sr8s05sd-PgVMVPtMYY_NCdWm7nbXSvbMsLXA


 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 
 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Every family member can have their own Milton Keynes Libraries card, letting them 
borrow up to 30 books—and explore a huge range of free digital books and magazines 
too! 

milton-keynes.gov.uk/borrowing-books 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/MiltonKeynesLibraries?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWylyAR-g6jUTQ0SXvtJ5qDsZDjzi5k7dGHNpocHjYz8XlYOmq3n3B3tYAI4Vh_W9D3DIo7yGWj1wWteuSe7LFp1I4JvIdpTUVe8dkmZFTUMxPii76OhrOJicZ5ZS50zR-gtPaHyzfO9_vsmNLMWCpH&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fmilton-keynes.gov.uk%2Fborrowing-books%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBEwOWN1TmF3aTNuVXpBbG1BSgEeYBA0hpX5pNxuNyWctT8XF6cLhrSKaKs8DqcXQ9ceY67mvrvjvlKJ0zFW160_aem_RbekABRPJGkFT1zooDNOxA&h=AT0g1i5yxiW85_5Ho8JxlJpQOHUPJoHUrZvNOTowm5t9nnWtfjZa3ZnZ67uw7SfgVygS799fYD4S5Ln_psfyrny1xZgOZ2Daex-mJmRBnthkWJnah1SSXboyRy0l8DadCAtsLZqnsesDXw&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT31l-x4zvwBTX2KSDJ5RcXB3YRbD4_6FAp97bpn0dI-JM-6GjtAR1piFTfUyGQ2i5FAFON0N5hyveOWIgjlUV7thsXtahfA7hm4ghqoCXb6MVDiGikzqXfLnLOaeCfCUCVpwlsQkYxAqVrroKC-FhTxB4VlB2E7VaZlfiZ7AA


 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 


