
 

 

3rd October 2025 
 
Dear Parents/Carers 
 
The weather has really turned now and we would encourage all children to come in with a coat from 
now onwards. We do go out in light drizzle as we believe it is important for the children to get some 
fresh air and to run around and there were a number of children today without coats. 
 
Thank you to everyone for your Harvest donations so far – you will find an update on where we are 
with our challenge later in the newsletter.  
 
Finally, we had a parent email in about speeding drivers outside of the school earlier this week. 
Speeds of well in excess of 30mph have been witnessed by cars dropping children to school. This puts 
all of our school community in danger. Please drive responsibly and ensure you leave in plenty of 
time. I do however appreciate we all experience those difficult mornings at home now and again 
where everything goes wrong and being late becomes inevitable – I would far rather your child gets a 
late register mark and you drive sensibly and safely than racing to get here before the gate shuts, 
putting everyone in danger. 
 
Thank you for your understanding. Have a lovely weekend.  
 
Kind regards,  
 
Mrs Dixon 
Head of School  
 

 

Your weekly reminder that we are a nut free school 

Thank you for your continued support with this matter ensuring our children who 
have this life-threatening allergy stay safe. 
 

 

 

 
 
Our attendance so far this year is 95.8% (this week was 96.8%). 
Well done to 2PK, our highest attending class this week with 99.6% 
attendance! 
 
 

 
School attendance policy  
This week we will look at section 13 – Sanctions. This section has been summarised below. A 
reminder the full attendance policy can be found here.  
 
 
 
 

https://www.greatlinfordprimaryschool.co.uk/uploads/1/1/1/2/11125524/glps_pupil_attendance_policy_-_adopted_september_2025.pdf


 

 

Attendance and Legal Sanctions 

Good attendance is vital for every child’s education, and we always work with families to offer 
support if there are difficulties. However, there are times when the law requires schools and the 
Local Authority to take further action 

Notice to Improve 
If a child has 10 or more sessions (5 school days) of unauthorised absence in a rolling 10-week 
period, parents will receive a Notice to Improve. This outlines the child’s attendance record, 
explains what improvement is expected, and gives parents a clear 6-week period to improve 
attendance. Parents are also invited to meet with school to agree an attendance contract and 
discuss any barriers or support needed. If attendance does not improve, the matter may be 
referred to the Local Authority. This could be for a penalty notice or to begin prosecution 
proceedings.  

Because the “rolling 10 school weeks” can span different terms and even different academic years, 
unauthorised absences at the end of one year can combine with absences in the next to reach the 
threshold for a Notice to Improve or fine. 

Penalty Notices (fines) 
Penalty Notices can be issued in two situations: 

• When a child takes 10 or more sessions of unauthorised term-time holiday.  
• When attendance does not improve after a Notice to Improve 

First fine - The fine is £80 if paid within 21 days, or £160 if paid within 28 days. Fines are issued 
per parent, per child. Repeat cases within three years can lead to larger fines or a referral for 
prosecution. 

Second fine (within 3 years, for the same parent and the same child) - Automatically £160 (no 
reduced rate), payable within 28 days. 

Third fine (within 3 years, for the same parent and the same child) -  Cannot be issued. Instead, if 
the 10-session threshold is reached again, the case will be referred to the Local Authority for 
prosecution in the magistrates’ court. 

 

Prosecution 
In serious or ongoing cases where attendance fails to improve, parents may be referred to the 
Local Authority’s Legal Interventions Team. This can result in a PACE interview and possible 
prosecution in the magistrates’ court, with fines of up to £2,500 and, in some cases, 
imprisonment. 

Our aim is always to work positively with families and provide support first, but it’s important to 
understand the legal steps that can follow if attendance issues are not resolved. 

 

 
 
 



 

 

Diary dates 
Dates were given out for the year in the first newsletter. Going forwards, I will include dates here for 
the current term as a reminder. Any new dates which were not shared previously will appear in red. 
 

Date Time Event 

w/c 6th October  Harvest festival donations week 2 (final week) 

7th October  School photos – Individual and siblings 

7th October 3:30 – 
4:00pm     

Year 6 SATs parent workshop  
Please come to the office to sign in 

8th October 3:30 – 
4:00pm 

Year 6 residential final information session 
Please come to the office to sign in 

8th October 1:10 – 
2:30pm 

Year 5 geography fieldwork local walk 

9th October 3:30-
4:00pm  
 
5:30 – 
6:00pm 

Extra Year 1 phonic parent workshop for parents who missed this 
weeks, led by Mrs Pritchard 

10th October TBC Year 1/2 Multi skills festival off site MK Sports partnership have 
postponed this event 

13th October  Home learning due in 

14th October 3:30 – 
4:00pm    

Year 3 Caldecotte residential parent information session 
Please come to the office to sign in 

19th – 22nd 
October 

 Year 6 Residential to Condover Hall 
(for children who have already signed up and paid) 

23rd October 3:30 – 
4:30pm 

EYFS (Caterpillars) and Years 1 and 2 Spooky Disco 

23rd October 5:00 – 
6:00pm 

Years 3, 4, 5 and 6 Spooky Disco  
Harvest festival reward day 

24th October  Last day of term 
 

Half term  

 

 

 

 

 

This week’s Aspire winners  

 

1TP Mathias 1RC Colbie-Ray 

2PK Reggie P 2LD Erika 

3MY Roman 3JC Sophie F 

4AJ Andrei 4MH Pedro 

5SS Daniel 5GF Jack M 

6LG Eadie 6AS Riwah 
 

 



 

 

Key Stage 1 Aspire winners tea 
 

The past two weeks Key Stage 1 Aspire winners celebrated with Mrs Dixon this week. 

    

    

   
 

 
   

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Please note – tickets will only be available to buy until the end of 

the weekend 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

New Percussion Instruments 
 

Children across the school have been enjoying our new selection of percussion instruments in 
their music lessons, bought from the money raised last summer for ‘World Music Day’. Thank you 
for all the donations! 

 

   
 

 



 

 

Online safety 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Phonics 
 
Thank you to all those parents who came to the Phonics Parent Workshop this week!  

 
To help support the application of phonics at home, we have set up the “Great Linford Phonics” 
Google Classroom page. Please go to www.classroom.google.com and use the following code to 
“join” (click on the + sign in the top right corner) the classroom: znx7mwc 

The aim of this Google Classroom 
page is to provide tailored videos 
to help support your child’s 
phonics at home. When you click 
on “Classwork”, you will see 
several phonics groups ranging 
from Group A/B to Grey Group. 
Your child will be in the group 
related to the stage that they are 
in on their phonics journey. It is 
very important that the children 
watch the videos that are directly 
linked to their group so that they 
can apply the phonics teaching 
that is done in school. 

 
When you click on 
“Classwork,” you 
will see weekly 
video links that 
have been 
uploaded (Friday 
PM). These videos 
will help support 
and embed the 
sound knowledge 
that they have 
learnt in the week.  
 
How will I know which group my child is in? 
Every week your child will bring a “Book Bag Book” home that fits directly to the sounds that the 
children are learning. The colour band of the book will tell you what group your child is in and 
what group videos you can watch to help support at home (continue reading on the back). 

 

 

 

http://www.classroom.google.com/


 

 

 
                       Grey Group     Purple Group 
 
In the corner of each book, you will see the colour band. For those children in reception, the 
Google Classroom page will have a specific section for the sounds that your children have been 
learning that week.  
 
If you have any questions about phonics or the Google Classroom page, please speak to a 
member of the EYFS, Year 1 or Year 2 team.  

 

Extra Phonics Parent Workshop Information 
 
Following on from our Year 1 phonics information evening this week, we would like to thank 
those parents who were able to attend. Sadly, only a handful of parents did so. 
Due to the importance of understanding the way we teach reading at GLPS and how you can 
effectively support your child at home, we will be running two other sessions next week on 
Thursday. The first at 3:30pm and the second at 5:30pm. When you arrive, please come to the 
front office where you will be met and shown to the meeting in 1TP. 
We cannot impress upon you just how important the early development of reading skills and 
phonics knowledge are to building confident readers. 
We look forward to seeing you at one of the sessions next week so that you are able to give your 
child the best possible start to their reading journey in Year One and beyond. 
 
Thanks for your continued support 
The Year One Team 

 

 

 



 

 

Fluency Competition 

 
Each month Great Linford Primary School will be having a fluency competition. The competition 
for September was all about the children’s favourite book characters. 

 
This month’s competition 
winner was Louis! He 
spoke eloquently about his 
favourite character, Elsie 
(Ice Monster, David 
Walliams). I was super 
impressed with how he 
talked not only about his 
character but also the 
values his favourite 
character has.  
 
A huge well done for all of 
the children that entered - 
it was very hard to pick a 
winner!  

 

 



 

 

Reading Review - what books do we think you should be reading? 

 

Have a look below at our weekly reading review. Each week, a member 
of staff will share two of their favourite books. One for Key Stage 1 and 
one for Key Stage 2. Let’s see what the recommendations are for this 
week… 

Mr Silvester’s Reading Review 

KS1 KS2 

 

 
 
Two boys hypnotise their headteacher and 
create an alter ego called Captain Underpants. 
He fights against evil with his “wedgie power”. 
This is a great book with awesome 
illustrations; perfect for any reluctant readers. 
This is a great series to read!  

 

 
 

 

The worlds of Rapunzel, Cinderella, and 
Sleeping Beauty are thrown together in this 
story about Rumaysa! This story offers a 
diverse and unique perspective on traditional 
stories. Highly recommended for children in 
Year 5 or above!  

 

 



 

 

Zones of Regulation Class Toolkits 
 

 
You may have heard your child talking about their Zones of Regulation Class Toolkit. 
 
The Zones of Regulation is a framework we use at GLPS that helps children recognise and manage 
their emotions, energy, and level of alertness by grouping them into four colored zones. The Blue 
Zone represents low states like sadness, tiredness, or boredom. The Green Zone is the ideal state 
for learning and socialising, where the children feel calm, focused, and ready to go. The Yellow 
Zone signals heightened emotions such as stress, frustration, silliness, or excitement, where extra 
self-control is needed. The Red Zone reflects intense emotions like anger, panic, or feeling out of 
control.  
 
By using these zones, children can build self-awareness and practice strategies to regulate their 
emotions and behavior. Each class has their own Class Toolkit with tools they have chosen to help 
when they are in each zone. The tools differ for each class. They could be fidget toys, colouring 
books, clicky cubes or even stress balls. As each class has their own toolkit, we do not expect 
children to be bringing in their own toys/fidgets unless this is pre-agreed with Miss Woolley 
(SENDCo) or the class teacher. Thank you for your continued support with this! 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Help Create a Stunning Poppy Cascade for Milton Keynes Museum! 
 

The Royal British Legion project is calling on local crafters to help create a spectacular 
cascade of poppies for a display behind the iconic Concrete Cows at Milton Keynes Museum, 
opening 15 October 2025.  

Knit, sew, crochet, or craft with felt – every poppy counts towards this tribute of 
remembrance and community spirit.  

Poppies can be dropped off at the Parish Office. Collections begin the week before the 
display opens.  

To get poppy patterns, visit https://www.great-linford.gov.uk/.../armed-forces.../  

Let’s come together to create something truly memorable.  

 

 

https://www.great-linford.gov.uk/latest-news/armed-forces-covenant-october/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBEwOWN1TmF3aTNuVXpBbG1BSgEeDGmlKXhYMXu66_8kX-jy7SO0DrGZobzWokTSDYiME5WSqfLC-iFoDo5uFDI_aem_3t2ZqByrqykkSr1FnseVfw


 

 

Great Linford Parish Council 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

MK SEND Local Offer 

Milton Keynes SEND Local Offer – Your Guide to Support & Services 
Looking for help navigating Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND) in Milton 

Keynes? The SEND Local Offer is here for you  

Find out: 

Where to access mental health and wellbeing resources 

How to get extra help for your child 

What’s on in our calendar of events 
Whether you're a parent, carer, young person or professional the Local Offer brings together 
everything you need to know in one place. 

Explore more at https://www.mksendlocaloffer.co.uk/ 

 

 

Understanding and Navigating School Avoidance  
The EBSA Working Group has developed free guidance and resources to support parents 
and carers in understanding EBSA. These tools aim to help you feel more confident in 
promoting your child’s emotional wellbeing and engagement with learning. 
Access the resources at: https://www.mksendlocaloffer.co.uk/emotionally-based... 

 

https://www.mksendlocaloffer.co.uk/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBEwOWN1TmF3aTNuVXpBbG1BSgEerNutHLYfVwUyAth0vQWh-Suh3jNFQdGPvDkipDjLEwYkPlEnB8RVvBfy0ow_aem_5lorCYftc1NkORngmZ4q6w
https://www.mksendlocaloffer.co.uk/emotionally-based-school-avoidance-ebsa?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBEwOWN1TmF3aTNuVXpBbG1BSgEe_MmeJ-CfkQ1MLP9p0-o0ucioZKWKXihLntpm39tBrjyZvIQy4_l8dwmWxPU_aem_thRAq8nVCsQ24KYlyhY_Zw


 

 

 

 

The Parks Trust Spooky Fun Awaits at Willen Lake!  
 
Looking for a fang-tastic family activity this October half term? Join The Parks Trust at Willen 
Lake for a FREE Halloween trail running every day during the holidays! 

The trail is under 1km and loops around from the Watersports Centre — perfect for little 
legs! Along the way, kids can answer fun questions and giggle at Halloween-themed jokes 
sure to tickle their funny bones. 

Best suited for children under 8, but everyone is welcome to join the spooky stroll. It’s a 
great way to get outside, explore, and enjoy some seasonal silliness together. 

No booking needed — just turn up and take part! 
https://www.theparkstrust.com/events/halloween-trail/ 

Tag your fellow ghost-hunters and let the haunting begin!  

 
 
360 Play MK SEND sessions — held first Friday of the month from 6:30 to 8:30 PM! 

Location: 360 Play, Milton Keynes 

Time: First Friday of each month, 6:30–8:30 PM 

All SEND families welcome! 
For more details please visit https://360play.co.uk/schools-clubs/children-with-send/ 
 

 

https://www.facebook.com/theparkstrust?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZX_RcWupX4pOKAX9ydzMBiSaGD__wcddGFoSvg_l1Cd9_QTPKshaqbDFTI1ho-Wc3z60Dcb0IlBne-f9rU6OwGn4xIUo7_c6Jf1UBTzj-bpQ8qvnfw4T-dkrNWBkZiwdtAVO8WYJFu_hij7GtAI5DBsUy_uMBsj4EE7j71fOV_prw&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/theparkstrust?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZX_RcWupX4pOKAX9ydzMBiSaGD__wcddGFoSvg_l1Cd9_QTPKshaqbDFTI1ho-Wc3z60Dcb0IlBne-f9rU6OwGn4xIUo7_c6Jf1UBTzj-bpQ8qvnfw4T-dkrNWBkZiwdtAVO8WYJFu_hij7GtAI5DBsUy_uMBsj4EE7j71fOV_prw&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.theparkstrust.com/events/halloween-trail/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBEwOWN1TmF3aTNuVXpBbG1BSgEeykKlMzywxixrEsktPiMbzLEwwZYlMfzN2Q2auALnJFQL1v5gfMWyCDi7XF4_aem_Api-kVoCxf72YSADrL6G8w
https://www.facebook.com/360Play?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZX3OEsNv9hiSH6oDp7RJB79cobXiIJSwRR6DVfauOLyHNEG69lFKUgVJ18ncZSHtRAntLCXCCMTnPEk5DMVCcbfE9UYp1fBnRANAi_hVo8yN7UnP_nUus5BNnuoYRfWjNKJ2H4ZSCYOnhjdOAFJ8T2z38f8cIzxsDzab4HEPL47HbKslkO7S0pawgvMqsuVJPQ&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://360play.co.uk/schools-clubs/children-with-send/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBEwOWN1TmF3aTNuVXpBbG1BSgEeykKlMzywxixrEsktPiMbzLEwwZYlMfzN2Q2auALnJFQL1v5gfMWyCDi7XF4_aem_Api-kVoCxf72YSADrL6G8w


 

 

 

 
 
  

We would like to invite your pupils to take part in a special creative project for 
the official 2025 Thames Valley Police Christmas card, which will be sent out 
by our Chief Constable to police forces and partners across the country. 
  
The theme is “Festive Policing” and we’re encouraging children to be as 
imaginative and creative as they like. This could include anything from police 
officers helping Santa, festive patrol scenes, or snowy police stations 
decorated for the season. Please try to avoid anything too graphic though. 
  
Artwork should be created on an A4 page and use bold, vibrant colours to help 
it stand out. Any medium is welcome—paint, crayons, pencils, collage, or 
digital art. 
  
The deadline for artwork submissions is 31 October. PLEASE SEND 
ENTRIES TO: mksaferschoolsoffice@thamesvalley.police.ukPlease include 
the student’s name and school details. 
 
Selected artwork will be featured on the official Christmas card, and the 
winning student(s) will be acknowledged in our internal communications and 
social media. 
  
Thank you for supporting this initiative—we’re looking forward to seeing the 
festive creativity your pupils bring to life. 
  
Best wishes,  
The Thames Valley Police Corporate Communications Team 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:mksaferschoolsoffice@thamesvalley.police.uk

