3" October 2025

Dear Parents/Carers

The weather has really turned now and we would encourage all children to come in with a coat from
now onwards. We do go out in light drizzle as we believe it is important for the children to get some
fresh air and to run around and there were a number of children today without coats.

Thank you to everyone for your Harvest donations so far — you will find an update on where we are
with our challenge later in the newsletter.

Finally, we had a parent email in about speeding drivers outside of the school earlier this week.
Speeds of well in excess of 30mph have been witnessed by cars dropping children to school. This puts
all of our school community in danger. Please drive responsibly and ensure you leave in plenty of
time. | do however appreciate we all experience those difficult mornings at home now and again
where everything goes wrong and being late becomes inevitable — | would far rather your child gets a
late register mark and you drive sensibly and safely than racing to get here before the gate shuts,
putting everyone in danger.

Thank you for your understanding. Have a lovely weekend.

Kind regards,

Mrs Dixon
Head of School

Your weekly reminder that we are a nut free school

Thank you for your continued support with this matter ensuring our children who
have this life-threatening allergy stay safe.

451% Attendance

i) Matters Our attendance so far this year is 95.8% (this week was 96.8%).
of e Well done to 2PK, our highest attending class this week with 99.6%

&
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School attendance policy
This week we will look at section 13 — Sanctions. This section has been summarised below. A
reminder the full attendance policy can be found here.



https://www.greatlinfordprimaryschool.co.uk/uploads/1/1/1/2/11125524/glps_pupil_attendance_policy_-_adopted_september_2025.pdf

Attendance and Legal Sanctions

Good attendance is vital for every child’s education, and we always work with families to offer
support if there are difficulties. However, there are times when the law requires schools and the
Local Authority to take further action

Notice to Improve

If a child has 10 or more sessions (5 school days) of unauthorised absence in a rolling 10-week
period, parents will receive a Notice to Improve. This outlines the child’s attendance record,
explains what improvement is expected, and gives parents a clear 6-week period to improve
attendance. Parents are also invited to meet with school to agree an attendance contract and
discuss any barriers or support needed. If attendance does not improve, the matter may be
referred to the Local Authority. This could be for a penalty notice or to begin prosecution
proceedings.

Because the “rolling 10 school weeks” can span different terms and even different academic years,
unauthorised absences at the end of one year can combine with absences in the next to reach the
threshold for a Notice to Improve or fine.

Penalty Notices (fines)
Penalty Notices can be issued in two situations:

e When a child takes 10 or more sessions of unauthorised term-time holiday.
e When attendance does not improve after a Notice to Improve

First fine - The fine is £80 if paid within 21 days, or £160 if paid within 28 days. Fines are issued
per parent, per child. Repeat cases within three years can lead to larger fines or a referral for
prosecution.

Second fine (within 3 years, for the same parent and the same child) - Automatically £160 (no
reduced rate), payable within 28 days.

Third fine (within 3 years, for the same parent and the same child) - Cannot be issued. Instead, if
the 10-session threshold is reached again, the case will be referred to the Local Authority for
prosecution in the magistrates’ court.

Prosecution

In serious or ongoing cases where attendance fails to improve, parents may be referred to the
Local Authority’s Legal Interventions Team. This can result in a PACE interview and possible
prosecution in the magistrates’ court, with fines of up to £2,500 and, in some cases,
imprisonment.

Our aim is always to work positively with families and provide support first, but it’s important to
understand the legal steps that can follow if attendance issues are not resolved.




Diary dates
Dates were given out for the year in the first newsletter. Going forwards, | will include dates here for

the current term as a reminder. Any new dates which were not shared previously will appear in red.

Date Time Event
w/c 6™ October Harvest festival donations week 2 (final week)
7t October School photos — Individual and siblings
7t October 3:30- Year 6 SATs parent workshop
4:00pm Please come to the office to sign in
8™ October 3:30- Year 6 residential final information session
4:00pm Please come to the office to sign in
8™ October 1:10 - Year 5 geography fieldwork local walk
2:30pm
9t October 3:30- Extra Year 1 phonic parent workshop for parents who missed this

4:00pm weeks, led by Mrs Pritchard

5:30-
6:00pm
10%* October IBC Year1/2 Multiskillsfestival-off site-MK Sports partnership have
postponed this event
13" October Home learning due in
14 October 3:30- Year 3 Caldecotte residential parent information session
4:00pm Please come to the office to sign in
19t — 22nd Year 6 Residential to Condover Hall
October (for children who have already signed up and paid)
23" October 3:30- EYFS (Caterpillars) and Years 1 and 2 Spooky Disco
4:30pm
23" October 5:00 — Years 3, 4, 5 and 6 Spooky Disco
6:00pm Harvest festival reward day
24 October Last day of term
Half term

Mathias 1RC Colbie-Ray
Reggie P 2LD Erika
Roman 3JC Sophie F
Andrei 4MH Pedro

Daniel 5GF Jack M
Eadie 6AS Riwah




Key Stage 1 Aspire winners tea

The past two weeks Key Stage 1 Aspire winners celebrated with Mrs Dixon this week.

T b




FCII'I‘lI.l and Friends

BINGO

£4 per person

5§ | W

Doors open 4.45pm, Eyes down for 5pm!

Venve: Marsh Drive Community Centre

Please bring your own drinks.
Pre-order a pizza when buying your tickets £8 per pizza!
We can’t wait for you to join us, grab your spot on gateway,
limited availability.

4
I
| Sunday 12th October 2025

[ 7/ /N

Please note — tickets will only be available to buy until the end of
the weekend
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New Percussion Instruments

Children across the school have been enjoying our new selection of percussion instruments in
their music lessons, bought from the money raised last summer for “‘World Music Day’. Thank you
for all the donations!

Inclusive Music
Concert

Milton Keynes Music Service extends a warm
invitation to all children and young people with

special and additional needs to our annual
inclusive concert

Come to our concert to listen, take part and immerse yourselves in music played by our
Intermediate Wind and String groups.

Stay afterwards to try out a range of instruments with some teachers from the Milton Keynes
Music Co-operative.

The concert is free of charge.

Where: The Theatre, Shenley Brook End Secondary School Theatre, Walbank Grove, Shenley Brook End,
Milton Keynes, MK5 7ZT (Enter via the Sixth Form Entrance — locok out for the Music Service Banner outside).

When: Saturday 15*" November 2025 — 10.30am to 11.00am (with the opportunity to try out some
instruments afterwards)

Audience: all children and young people with special needs

We really hope you can join us and look forward to seeing you there on
Saturday 15" November 2025 at 10.30am!




Online safety

At The National College, our WakeUpWednesday guides empower and equip parents, carers and educators with the confidence and practical skills to be able to have informed and age-appropriate
conversations with children about online safety, mental health and wellbeing, and climate change. Formerly delivered by National Online Safety, these guides now address wider topics and themes.
For further guides, hints and tips, please visit nationalcollege.com.

What Par;é'r;'fs & Educators Need to Know!'about

EA'SPORTS FC 26

Our guide looks at the risks surrounding EA Sports FC 26 and our top tips to minimise them. This
marks the third year since EA left the FIFA licence, and the game is mostly unchanged from last
year. While Kick-Off mode is great for playing with friends and Career Mode allows players to fulfil
long-term ambitions as a manager or player, Ultimate Team remains the main draw for many
players — and it can get out of hand in terms of how much money players can invest.

WHAT ARE
THE RISKS?

AN ANNUAL RELEASE
SCHEDULE

As was the case with the last two EA

Sports FC games and the FIFA series

before it, the franchise rolls out once a year

with updated squads and new features. This can
make it expensive to keep up with, particularly
when so many dedicated players are keen to get
their hands on the latest edition.

VOICE CHAT

Voice chat can be enabled across all

platforms, meaning young people can speak to
anyone they play with or against. While it can be
switched off, some children will no doubt want to
speak to their friends while they play. This also
means they may encounter strangers much
older than them, which can expose them to
inappropriate language or behaviours.

- e

-GAME PURCHASES
THROUGH ULTIMATE TEAM

Ultimate Team is the big draw for EA

Sports FC, letting players spend real

money on packs that they can open to

build a squad of the world's best players.
They're not always easy to obtain, and new,
improved versions of players will be regularly
added as limited-time offerings. Young people
could feel pressured into spending money and
experience fear of missing out.

h
PREPARE FOR ANOTHER GAME IN A YEAR g

The annual-release cadence aligns with the return of the school year, and 2027
can be a great way to incentivise good behaviour at the start of term. If Newy
children are applying themselves and preparing for a new year of school, or were
particularly well behaved in the summer, EA Sports FC 26 could make a great reward.

@ =4

LIMIT SPENDING

If you're worried about children accidentally spending real money in @
Ultimate Team, whether in game or on the EA Sports FC companion app, /
don't link a payment card to their account. Reclaiming funds can be a

mountain to climb, and the dopamine hit of opening flashy packs with slick @ @
animations means one purchase can lead to another very quickly. It's

also worth adding a prepaid card if you'd prefer them to make their own

choices with their budget.

[ EeSS—
Meet Qur Expert

Lioyd Coombes is an experienced freelance writer and has been working in
the gaming and tech industry for seven years. A regular visitor to the App
Store to try out new tools, he's also a parent and therefore understands the
importance of online safety. He’s also a tech and fitness writer and has
been published at sites including IGN, TechRadar, and plenty more.

Source: Seefulllreference list on guide page at: https://na

ollege.com/guides/ea-sport

X @wake_up_weds

3 /wuwthenationalcollege
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_ SCAMMERS IN
ULTIMATE TEAM

Ultimate Team is managed by EA itself,

but that hasn’t stopped scammers from looking
to dupe players out of money and in-game
coins. Some scammers sell their accounts,
which is a violation of EA’s terms of service, while
others will ‘sell’ coins - something the developer
is still working to crack down on. Some try to
gain access to others’ accounts, potentially
giving them access to payment information.

-V N
POTENTIAL FOR
ADDICTION

While EA Sports FC is potentially

addictive, thanks to its fast-paced gameplay
and mirroring of the real-world skill and
glamour of football, Ultimate Team’s focus on
limited-time rewards and the lottery of winning
packs can make it feel closer to gambling than
gaming, which may lead to addiction and
impulsive spending of money.

MONITOR VOICE CHAT

As In-game chat is open, be sure to adjust the settings in EA
Sports FC 26 to lock it down. If children want to chat with their
friends while they play, consider setting up a safe space for them
to call, to allow them to play without fear of outsiders.

BE VIGILANT

As with last year, there are ways to keep scammers at bay. Ensure passwords

are locked down, and consider using a password manager application to keep them
secure. EA will never contact players through the game itself, so be vigilant with
incoming messages, and block and report suspected spam. EA will contact players
by email if needed, but they will never ask for usernames or passwords. Players
should also avoid buying in-game currency from unofficial websites - doing so can
lead to accounts being banned and could cost players money in the process.

The
National
College’

@wake.up.wednesday d‘ @wake.up.weds

Users of this guide do so at their own discretion. No liability is entered into. Current as of the date of release: 01.10.2025




Minecraft

Minecraft is a multiplatform game where players explore created worlds and use building blocks
alongside their imagination to customise these worlds. Users break existing blocks and use them
to build and explore the different Minecraft environments. This means that other players can create
whatever they want, which could lead to younger players coming across offensive content while
exploring these random online worlds.

Stay safe on Minecraft using the instructions on muting, reporting & blocking below:

“ Mute H

Mute all messages within the Chat Settings:

Tap on E at the top of your screen.

Tapon {83 THE WORLD IS

Swipe the tab to the right so it appears green. YO u':::I?'HET HE

This will then turn on ‘Mute ALl Chat'

©Block

Block players using these simple instructions:

Pregare far an sdveniue of limitess
possibilities as yau build, mire, battle mobs,
and explone the ever-changing Mineg

On the users profile scroll down to Block
Swipe .- to the right until it appears green -l

The player is now blocked.
SEE MINECRAFT IN

E Report ACTION

Report players using these simple instructions:
On the users profile tap on Report.

Explain why you are reporting or select an issue
from the list provided.

Tap on Report again.

. oursafetycentre.co.uk
!Dggﬁ [':: ;‘;I SCI"IAGGEE _ < How o s..:,-gy an popuwar piatforms




Harvest Food Donations

Thank you so much to all of the families that have sent in food donations this week.
The donated food will make a huge difference for some families in our local
community - we really appreciate your generosity!

We shared the
food donation
progress with the
children this week
and they are
extremely excited
about a potential
non-school
uniform day - one
more full week of
donations to go!

Top Tier (3 full tables of donations): Non-School Uniform Day on Thursday
(1) 24™ October.

e Middle Tier (2 full tables of donations): Extra break time for all pupils on
g Thursday 24th October..

Bottom Tier (1 full table of donations): Every child will receive 2
"Responsible” Dojos.




Phonics

Thank you to all those parents who came to the Phonics Parent Workshop this week!

To help support the application of phonics at home, we have set up the “Great Linford Phonics”
Google Classroom page. Please go to www.classroom.google.com and use the following code to
“join” (click on the + sign in the top right corner) the classroom: znx7Zmwc

The aim of this Google Classroom
—_— page is to provide tailored videos
= to help support your child’s
phonics at home. When you click
on “Classwork”, you will see
several phonics groups ranging
Great Linford Phonics from Group A/B to Grey Group.

Your child will be in the group

G Vet N ) related to the stage that they are
Genertelk in on their phonics journey. It is
R :  very important that the children
s o e chng we o watch the videos that are directly
linked to their group so that they
can apply the phonics teaching
that is done in school.

n

Class code

znx7mwe {2

Upcoming

When you click on

“Classwork,” you Grey Group
will see weekly

video links that Week 1Videos
have been

uploaded (Friday
PM). These videos

will help support d Ruth Miskin Training e Ruth Miskin Training
and embed the https://schools.ruthmiskin.com, https://schools.ruthmiskin.com,
sound knowledge

that they have
learnt in the week.

This week's sounds: d, e and f

Edit material

How will | know which group my child is in?

Every week your child will bring a “Book Bag Book” home that fits directly to the sounds that the
children are learning. The colour band of the book will tell you what group your child is in and
what group videos you can watch to help support at home (continue reading on the back).



http://www.classroom.google.com/

Read
Write

Series developed by Ruth Miskin

Grey Group Purple Group
In the corner of each book, you will see the colour band. For those children in reception, the
Google Classroom page will have a specific section for the sounds that your children have been

learning that week.

If you have any questions about phonics or the Google Classroom page, please speak to a
member of the EYFS, Year 1 or Year 2 team.

Extra Phonics Parent Workshop Information

Following on from our Year 1 phonics information evening this week, we would like to thank
those parents who were able to attend. Sadly, only a handful of parents did so.

Due to the importance of understanding the way we teach reading at GLPS and how you can
effectively support your child at home, we will be running two other sessions next week on
Thursday. The first at 3:30pm and the second at 5:30pm. When you arrive, please come to the
front office where you will be met and shown to the meeting in 1TP.

We cannot impress upon you just how important the early development of reading skills and
phonics knowledge are to building confident readers.

We look forward to seeing you at one of the sessions next week so that you are able to give your
child the best possible start to their reading journey in Year One and beyond.

Thanks for your continued support
The Year One Team




Fluency Competition

Each month Great Linford Primary School will be having a fluency competition. The competition
for September was all about the children’s favourite book characters.

-
]

WoUHoo!

What am | looking for?

Based on a book you have read, | am looking for you to come and tell me all
about your favourite character. Your entry must be well-rehearsed and you
must use good expression. | am looking for good levels of enthusiasm and
excitement about your character, particularly focusing on:

Year 3: Who the character is, what they’re like and some things they do.

Year 4: Who the character is, what they’re like, some things they do and clear
reasons why they’re your favourite character.

Year 5: All of Yr 3/4 expectations plus the ROOTS / Values that the character
does/does not show.

Year 6: All of the Yr 3/4/5 expectations plus one question you’d like to ask your
character and why. )

This month’s competition
winner was Louis! He
spoke eloquently about his
favourite character, Elsie
(Ice Monster, David
Walliams). | was super
impressed with how he
talked not only about his
character but also the
values his favourite
character has.

A huge well done for all of
the children that entered -
it was very hard to pick a
winner!




Reading Review - what books do we think you should be reading?

Have a look below at our weekly reading review. Each week, a member
of staff will share two of their favourite books. One for Key Stage 1 and
one for Key Stage 2. Let’s see what the recommendations are for this

week...

Mr Silvester’s Reading Review

KS1

KS2

AHE ABVENTURES ,.

PTA;
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N
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Ep;c NoveL ®Y, /

AN
DAv pilxt

Two boys hypnotise their headteacher and
create an alter ego called Captain Underpants.
He fights against evil with his “wedgie power”.
This is a great book with awesome
illustrations; perfect for any reluctant readers.
This is a great series to read!

Rumaysa, Rumaysa \
let down yourghija / "

The worlds of Rapunzel, Cinderella, and
Sleeping Beauty are thrown together in this
story about Rumaysa! This story offers a
diverse and unique perspective on traditional
stories. Highly recommended for children in
Year 5 or above!




Zones of Regulation Class Toolkits

You may have heard your child talking about their Zones of Regulation Class Toolkit.

The Zones of Regulation is a framework we use at GLPS that helps children recognise and manage
their emotions, energy, and level of alertness by grouping them into four colored zones. The -
-represents low states like sadness, tiredness, or boredom. The _ is the ideal state
for learning and socialising, where the children feel calm, focused, and ready to go. The Yellow
Zone signals heightened emotions such as stress, frustration, silliness, or excitement, where extra
self-control is needed. The - reflects intense emotions like anger, panic, or feeling out of
control.

By using these zones, children can build self-awareness and practice strategies to regulate their
emotions and behavior. Each class has their own Class Toolkit with tools they have chosen to help
when they are in each zone. The tools differ for each class. They could be fidget toys, colouring
books, clicky cubes or even stress balls. As each class has their own toolkit, we do not expect
children to be bringing in their own toys/fidgets unless this is pre-agreed with Miss Woolley
(SENDCo) or the class teacher. Thank you for your continued support with this!




Help Create a Stunning Poppy Cascade for Milton Keynes Museum!

The Royal British Legion project is calling on local crafters to help create a spectacular
cascade of poppies for a display behind the iconic Concrete Cows at Milton Keynes Museum,
opening 15 October 2025.
@ knit, sew, ™ crochet, or % craft with felt — every poppy counts towards this tribute of
remembrance and community spirit.
“WPoppies can be dropped off at the Parish Office. Collections begin the week before the
display opens.

To get poppy patterns, visit https://www.great-linford.gov.uk/.../armed-forces.../
Let’s come together to create something truly memorable. v

COME AND SEE THE CONCRETE COWS AT
MILTON KEVNES MUSEUM

WITH EXCITING COMPETITIONS AND YOU CAN SPONSER A POPPY APPEAL
REMEMBERANCE CROSS DISPLAY.

BEDORE THE EVENT WE NEED YOUR HELP, PLEASE CAN YOU MAKE AND DONATE ANY
CROCHET, KNITTED, SEWN, FELT OR CROCHETED POPPIES TO A DOPR OF STATION AT
SANTANDER OR MILTON KEYNES MUSEUM

15TH OCTOBER 2025

OPEN WEDNESDAYS - SUNDAYS, 10.30 - 16.30 (LAST ENTRY 14:00).

FROM W/C 3 NOVEMBER: WEDNESDAYS, SATURDAYS & SUNDAYS 10.30 - 16.30 (LAST
ENTRY 15.30).

OPEN EVERY DAY DURING LOCAL HALF TERMS AND BANK HOLIDAY MONDAYS.

Milton Keynes
Museum

ROYAL BRITISH LECION



https://www.great-linford.gov.uk/latest-news/armed-forces-covenant-october/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBEwOWN1TmF3aTNuVXpBbG1BSgEeDGmlKXhYMXu66_8kX-jy7SO0DrGZobzWokTSDYiME5WSqfLC-iFoDo5uFDI_aem_3t2ZqByrqykkSr1FnseVfw

Great Linford Parish Council

what's on:

Qdober |

COUNCIL MEETINGS

Full Council Meeting: 29 Oct

Finance, Governance & Asset Committee: 13 Oct

Meetings begin at 7pm and are held at the Parsh
Office.

Visit our website for more detalls.

Every Tuesday at Conniburrow Community Centre
10:00 am - 1:00 pm

Every Thursday at Great Linford Parish Office
10:00 am - 1:00 pm

Milton Keynes City Council Housing Drop In
27 Oct at the Parish Office 9:30-11:30 am

Milton Keynes City Council Housing Drop In

28 Oct at Conniburrow Community Centre

10:00 am -12:00 pm

\ J

o J
/= 2,
ADVICE
Citizens Advice

EVENTS

Community Litter Pick

4 Oct Meeting at Community Orchard, Loriner Place,
Downs Barn,

10:00 - 12:30pm

.

COMMUNITY FOOD

Conniburrow Top Up Shop
Every Tuesday at Canniburrow Community Centre
10:00 -~ 11:30 am

Great Linford Top Up Shop
Every Thursday at the Parish Office
11:00 am - 12:00 pm

Downs Barn Community Larder
Every Tuesday at Cross & Stable
11:00 am - 12:30 pm

Great Linford Community Fridge
Every Monday at Great Linford Community Hub
11:30 am - 12:30 pm

Conniburrow Community Fridge
at Conniburrow Community Hub
Every Wednesday 3:00 - 4:30 pm
Every Friday 1:00 - 2:30 pm

.

( )

YOUNG PEOPLE

Youth Cafe
Every Friday at Conniburrow Community Centre
Ages 11 - 17 6:30 - 8:30 pm

. J/

| ACTIVITIES

Creative Space - Arts for Health
Every Saturday at Conniburrow Community Hub
10:00 am - 12:00 pm

Find out more:

« great-Inford.gov.uk
« glpc@areat-linford.gov.uk
« 1 5t Leger Court, Great Linford, Milton Keynes, MK14 SHA

i@

Great Linford Parish Council




social spaces

community cafes

opentoall

st e ® Q
Conniburrow Community Hub
HCWA Nourish Café Monday 9:30 AM - 3:00 PM MK14 7DX
Great Linford Parish Office
Breakfast and Banter Monday 9:30 AM - 11:30 AM MK14 5HA
; : 76 Pannier Place
Downs Barn Social Space Monday 11:00 AM - 2:00 PM Downs Barn MK14 7QP
Great Linford : Great Linford Community Hub
Community Hub Manduy 1400 Fid- 00 PM MK14 SHA
Conniburrow Social Space Tuesday 9:30 AM - 1:00 PM Cono M’?&m’"w S
- St Androws Church, Great
5 Ways Café 2 & 4" Tuesday 11:00 AM - 1:00 PM Linford MK14 SAU
Cross and Stable
Downs Barn Café Tuesday 10:30 AM - 12.30 PM Downs Barn Blvd MK14 7RZ
A s Great Linford Parish Office
Great Linford Social Club Tuesday 12:00 PM - 3:00 PM MK14 SHA
HCWA Nourish Café Wednesday 930 AM - 3:00 PM St ia
Coffee on the Corner Wednesday 1030 AM - 1230pM | 2! Ramsonsfue Connibuerow
A 76 Pannier Place
Downs Barn Social Space Wednesday 11:00 AM - 2:00 PM Downs Barn MK14 7QP
Conniburrow Conniburrow Community Hub
Community Café Thursday 1S AM - 2:00 PM MK14 7DX
Conniburrow : Conniburrow Community Hub
Afternoon Tea Thursday 12:00 PM -2:00 PM MK14 70X
Great Linford : g Great Linford Community Hub
Community Hub TIbe 10:00 AM - 3:00 PM MK14 SHA
: : : 76 Pannier Place
Downs Barn Social Space Friday 11:00 AM - 2:.00 PM Downs Barn MK14 7QP
Great Linford ) Great Linford Community Hub
Community Hub Friday 1:00 PM - 3:00 PM MK14 SHA
] 3 Conniburrow Community Hub
Creative Space Saturday 10:00 AM - 12:00 PM MK14 70X
HCWA Nourish Café Saturday 2:00 PM - 6:00 PM oo s
* www.great-linford.gov.uk
Find out more: « glpc@great-linford.gov.uk Srost Lecality ;
« 1St Leger Court, Great Linford, Milton Keynes, MK14 5HA Groot Liniard Passh Couned
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_ MK SEND Local Offer
FMilton Keynes SEND Local Offer — Your Guide to Support & Services
Looking for help navigating Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND) in Milton
Keynes? The SEND Local Offer is here for you L 4 4
“ Find out:
LdWhere to access mental health and wellbeing resources
dHow to get extra help for your child
L4What’s on in our calendar of events
Whether you're a parent, carer, young person or professional the Local Offer brings together
everything you need to know in one place.
“Explore more at https://www.mksendlocaloffer.co.uk/

Local support for young people with special
educational needs and disabilities (SEND).

Who can access this help? The Local Offer is your guide to SEND

support and services in Milton Keynes.
We offer information, support and signposting
to parents and carers, practitioners and
professionals covering children and young
people with special educational needs and
disabilities from birth to 25 years.

+ Calendar of local events and activities

*  What you can expect from schools

* Mental health and wellbeing hub

+ Information about local services SCAN ME TO
* How to access additional support LEARN MORE

Milton Keynes
www.mksendlocaloffer.co.uk \I‘K City Council

Understanding and Navigating School Avoidance ‘&'v/
The EBSA Working Group has developed free guidance and resources to support parents
and carers in understanding EBSA. These tools aim to help you feel more confident in
promoting your child’s emotional wellbeing and engagement with learning.
Access the resources at: https://www.mksendlocaloffer.co.uk/emotionally-based...



https://www.mksendlocaloffer.co.uk/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBEwOWN1TmF3aTNuVXpBbG1BSgEerNutHLYfVwUyAth0vQWh-Suh3jNFQdGPvDkipDjLEwYkPlEnB8RVvBfy0ow_aem_5lorCYftc1NkORngmZ4q6w
https://www.mksendlocaloffer.co.uk/emotionally-based-school-avoidance-ebsa?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBEwOWN1TmF3aTNuVXpBbG1BSgEe_MmeJ-CfkQ1MLP9p0-o0ucioZKWKXihLntpm39tBrjyZvIQy4_l8dwmWxPU_aem_thRAq8nVCsQ24KYlyhY_Zw

The Parks Trust £Spooky Fun Awaits at Willen Lake!

Looking for a fang-tastic family activity this October half term? Join The Parks Trust at Willen
Lake for a FREE Halloween trail running every day during the holidays!

The trail is under 1km and loops around from the Watersports Centre — perfect for little
legs! Along the way, kids can answer fun questions and giggle at Halloween-themed jokes
sure to tickle their funny bones.

‘< Best suited for children under 8, but everyone is welcome to join the spooky stroll. It’s a
great way to get outside, explore, and enjoy some seasonal silliness together.

¥ No booking needed — just turn up and take part!
https://www.theparkstrust.com/events/halloween-trail/

Tag your fellow ghost-hunters and let the haunting begin! f
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360 Play MK SEND sessions — held first Friday of the month from 6:30 to 8:30 PM!
¥ Location: 360 Play, Milton Keynes
L'Time: First Friday of each month, 6:30-8:30 PM

“"All SEND families welcome!
For more details please visit https://360play.co.uk/schools-clubs/children-with-send/

£
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We would like to invite your pupils to take part in a special creative project for
the official 2025 Thames Valley Police Christmas card, which will be sent out
by our Chief Constable to police forces and partners across the country.

The theme is “Festive Policing” and we’re encouraging children to be as
imaginative and creative as they like. This could include anything from police
officers helping Santa, festive patrol scenes, or snowy police stations
decorated for the season. Please try to avoid anything too graphic though.

Artwork should be created on an A4 page and use bold, vibrant colours to help
it stand out. Any medium is welcome—paint, crayons, pencils, collage, or
digital art.

The deadline for artwork submissions is 31 October. PLEASE SEND
ENTRIES TO: mksaferschoolsoffice@thamesvalley.police.ukPlease include
the student’s name and school details.

Selected artwork will be featured on the official Christmas card, and the
winning student(s) will be acknowledged in our internal communications and
social media.

Thank you for supporting this initiative—we’re looking forward to seeing the
festive creativity your pupils bring to life.

Best wishes,
The Thames Valley Police Corporate Communications Team
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