9t January

Dear Families

Happy new year to you all! | hope you all had a wonderful Christmas. We have had a good first week
back despite the icy cold weather. The children had indoor break on Tuesday and Wednesday due to
the ice on the playground not clearing and it remaining unsafe so we were grateful the snow stayed
away allowing the children to enjoy some outdoor playtime yesterday and today.

Year 3 had their Egyptian immersion day this week and | was so impressed with the effort that had
gone into their costumes — thank you very much parents for supporting this.

Welcome to Mrs Cheval

You will be aware from the last newsletter that Mrs Sharp who worked in our front office left at the
end of last term. This week we have welcomed Mrs Sue Cheval to our team to take over this role. |
am sure you will join me in wishing her a warm welcome to our school.

Necklaces and fake nails

We are seeing a growing number of children wearing these at the moment. There is a risk with
necklaces that they may be pulled or caught accidentally. Necklaces can also easily break or be lost
which can cause upset and disruption during the school day. We aim to keep distractions to a
minimum in class and the fake nails in some cases are drawing attention away from learning during
lessons. They are also not very practical for the school environment as they could get caught causing
damage to the children’s nails. Please can we ensure these are saved to be worn in the school
holidays and/or at the weekend please. Thank you for your support with this

Have a lovely weekend

Mrs Dixon

Your weekly reminder that we are a nut free school

Thank you for your continued support with this matter ensuring our children who
have this life-threatening allergy stay safe.
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= Attendance
;. fff“:f Mattaps Our attendance so far this year is 94.9%. Attendance this week was 94.4%

: Well done to 2PK, our highest attending class this week with 98.9%
attendance!




Diary dates
Dates were given out for the year in the first newsletter. Going forwards, | will include dates here for

the current term as a reminder. Any new dates which were not shared previously will appear in red.

28" January 3:30- Year 6 SATs Parent Workshop
4.00pm If you attended the Autumn Term workshop there is no need to attend again,
unless you wish to.
2" February Home learning due in
4th— 11t 3:15- Book fair
February 3.30pm Books will be available to buy in the hall
11* February 2:45pm — | Home learning winners gallery in the hall
3:10pm
13" February Last day of term
Half term
23" February Children return to school
5% March World Book Day
Children will be invited to dress up as a book character
5% March 3:30- Books at Bedtime
4.30pm Come and share stories with your children and staff in the hall
13™ March After Provisional date for PTA Colour Run event
school
16" March Home learning due in
16" March 4:00 - The Big Sing — Key Stage 2 choir performance
5:00pm
23" March World Maths Day
Children are invited to dress up as a number or in maths themed clothing
24 March 2:45pm — | Home learning winners gallery in the hall
3:10pm
25™ March 3:30- EYFS (Caterpillars) and Years 1 and 2 Easter Disco
4.30pm
25" March 5:00 — Years 3, 4, 5 and 6 Easter Disco
6:00pm
27" March Last day of term

Parent survey results — Autumn term

Please see below for the results from our parent survey which was live last term following
parents’ evening. The parents of 98 children completed the survey which mirrored the questions
asked by OFSTED. This allowed us to compare our results to the responses of parents nationally
when asked by OFSTED during inspections.

Our results were broadly inline with national responses OFSTED receive for all primary schools.
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Strongly agree or Agree

pplicable

GLPS

National
Primary School
Parent
responses
2024-25

National
Primary
School Parent
responses
2024-25

My child is happy at this school

93%

My child feels safe at this school

93%

This school ensures the pupils are
well behaved

88%

My child has been bullied and
this school dealt with the matter
quickly and efficiently

This school informs me of what
my child will learn during the year
(e.g. in the 'meet the teacher'
Summer year group meetings,
website and newsletters)

This school responds well to any
concerns | raise

This school has high expectations
of my child

My child does well at this school

| receive valuable information
from the school about my child’s
progress (e.g. including parents
evenings, reports and verbal
feedback)

My child is able to take partin a
range of clubs and activities at
this school if they would like to

This school supports my child’s
wider personal development (e.g.
ROOTS values)

| would recommend this school
to another parent
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*"This week’s Aspire winners

Caterpillars Jasper

1TP Frankie Aslihan

2PK Reggie G Eshaal

3MY Sophie and Darcey Henry

Amelia Priella

Alfie Emmanuel

Eadie Lena G

Mr Jenkins Maisie Miss Guy Jessica — KS1 - 2LD

Theo — KS2 — 4A)

Term 2 Golden ROOTS award

This week, Mrs Dixon held our termly Golden ROOTS award

assembly. In this special assembly, children who have gone above

and beyond in role modelling our school ROOTS and values are

celebrated. There is only winner per class making it a very special

award to receive. The children’s families were secretly invited to

watch their child receive their award and to hear the short video
messages from their child’s teacher as to why they were chosen this term. Most
importantly, the session finished with the children being given some cake to celebrate!
Huge congratulations to our term 2 winners — we are so proud of you.
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Caterpillars

Isaac

1TP

Daisie Mae

Lincoln

2PK

Mia T

Oliver

3MY

Abigail

Elina

4A)

Rupert

Aya

5SS

Charlie

Emmanuel

6LG

Ethan

Natalia

Bronze Award ‘ . Silver Award ‘
For achieving 100  House Points Forachleving _200 _ House Polnis

" Ovie F 1 Odysseas
Year 4 Year 3 (EYFS) - X ) (EYFS)
Lcylc b silver w4

Ethan Angela - N v%:w.,rzﬂ,y 7 Luca
Davina ordan - T (EYFS)

Andrei Year 6 ——

Jasper Evanna
Mathias Tanatswa Sienna Jenson (EYFS) (EVFS)
Felicity Ollie Eadie (EYFS)
C) Isla Denis
Year 2 Ewan . (EYFS)
Jessica Cayson e Bradley Alex
ASPIRE

Respect all - Overcome challenges - Open our minds - Take care - Speak kindly




Music at Great Linford

GLPS Choir! (Y3-6 currently)
Mondays 3:15-4:15pm - FREE - Spaces
Available.

Do you love to sing? Do you enjoy playing
singing games and having fun?
Come and join our GLPS Choir!

This year we are performing our own ‘Big
Sing’ Concert!

The theme is to be revealed at our first

session on Monday 12th January - come and
join us!

Year 3 - Brass Project

We are very excited to welcome Ruby, who
will be introducing small groups of children to
Brass instruments each week for the next two
terms.

The children are very excited to have this

opportunity given to us by the Milton Keynes
Co-op and MK Music Faculty.

Music Mentors

Introducing this year’s Music Mentors from
Year 6 who will be showcasing and promoting
Music across our school.

Reuben
Lena
Louisa
Lilly-Mae
Ethan

Miss Creed.




Year 3 Egyptian Ignite Day

Year 3 had a fantastic day on Wednesday, enjoying an ignite day all about Ancient Egypt
ready for our new history topic! We looked at how the Egyptians created pyramids and
had a go at building our own using spaghetti and marshmallows. We also looked at the
mummification process, learnt about a famous pharaoh (Tutankhamun) and had a go at

creating our own Egyptian necklaces to replicate those the wealthy wore. The
children also had lots of brilliant costumes!







Assembly Focus

This week, our whole school assembly focussed on launching the new PSHE topic for this
term called ‘Dreams and Goals’. The children were encouraged to reflect on the big
guestion: How can we overcome obstacles when working towards a goal? We looked at
one of the jigsaw characters, Jigsaw Jenie, who had the goal of learning to ride a bike
without stabilisers. We looked at the word ‘resilience’ and how having this helps us
achieve our goals. We also looked at Jigsaw Jenie’s toolkit, which helped her achieve her
goal. The children then thought about some goals they would like to achieve this year.
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Jenie’s Internal Toolkit

& Imagine how it would look and feel to
achieve the goal

& Take a pretend photo of you riding the bike
and store it in your mind

& Tell yourself positive things and the power
of ‘yet’!

& ‘| can’t do it yet, but | will get there’

& Break the goal into smaller steps

& Ask for help and advice

& Practise lots

© Jigsaw PSHE Ltd

Great Linford Parish Council News

»/Great Linford Foodbank Top-Up Shop %@
Great Linford Foodbank Top-Up Shop is open every Thursday from 11:00 AM - 12:00 PM!
For just £2, you can select 10 cupboard items, and families can get 20 items for just £4!

Come by to pick up essentials like canned goods, pasta, rice, and more - items vary every
week.

It's a great way to top up on food items if you're experiencing financial strain, helping
ease the pressure on your weekly groceries.

* Location: Great Linford Parish Office, MK14 5HA

"Z'Thursdays | 11:00 AM - 12:000 PM

THERE ARE ADDITIONAL FREE ITEMS FROM GREAT LINFORD COMMUNITY FRIDGE!

#FoodbankTopUp #CupboardEssentials #CommunitySupport #GreatLinford
More information here

https://mkfoodbank.org.uk/i-need-help/ MK Food Bank



https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/foodbanktopup?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZa--dPS92-CnCN3u3ARVCGVxkn_-V1quBrdebh6PxDuTTuME-q0UB6FeKT41L25oun8bGg6Vcv22XaFVj6QhsVzIDRelhMjGsdQ-mUeTXVWtdQsC-M6hOBha9fRK6U_Ppw0WB8jlr2oG33AZtbG1GkZ84QQl0-h_Yx-YxtqXKLCZDBl8wwOepTNLa_mWx8w29U&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/cupboardessentials?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZa--dPS92-CnCN3u3ARVCGVxkn_-V1quBrdebh6PxDuTTuME-q0UB6FeKT41L25oun8bGg6Vcv22XaFVj6QhsVzIDRelhMjGsdQ-mUeTXVWtdQsC-M6hOBha9fRK6U_Ppw0WB8jlr2oG33AZtbG1GkZ84QQl0-h_Yx-YxtqXKLCZDBl8wwOepTNLa_mWx8w29U&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/communitysupport?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZa--dPS92-CnCN3u3ARVCGVxkn_-V1quBrdebh6PxDuTTuME-q0UB6FeKT41L25oun8bGg6Vcv22XaFVj6QhsVzIDRelhMjGsdQ-mUeTXVWtdQsC-M6hOBha9fRK6U_Ppw0WB8jlr2oG33AZtbG1GkZ84QQl0-h_Yx-YxtqXKLCZDBl8wwOepTNLa_mWx8w29U&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/greatlinford?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZa--dPS92-CnCN3u3ARVCGVxkn_-V1quBrdebh6PxDuTTuME-q0UB6FeKT41L25oun8bGg6Vcv22XaFVj6QhsVzIDRelhMjGsdQ-mUeTXVWtdQsC-M6hOBha9fRK6U_Ppw0WB8jlr2oG33AZtbG1GkZ84QQl0-h_Yx-YxtqXKLCZDBl8wwOepTNLa_mWx8w29U&__tn__=*NK-R
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fmkfoodbank.org.uk%2Fi-need-help%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBEwYmF6VmpnaVF4SkFIY2lIVXNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR6pU1_XROA55l3dKi7prPQnZYXI4QFnJDaWpvCzN4bYN_aOZevBtXs-yeOt6w_aem_EgDfzd4Nx24nik6xNCj3GA&h=AT121gNOcKyy-fTOP8aPWKO0ToTTNORLN03_a4mU5j6X6i1auPbFMj9-dW9U-xoSTgH9ZNh2WWnIYQaYcdh0cLN4b8nyYPOI6bur_gTT92M_RASIAw3VY6NEPHHIqmv8CTCaBwhQjsVoqg&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT2Xe17J0vG8BptfsR2kiRfPKWPXKpJRTWfVd1BV1rVTNSuHyOvTtg9aLYCm_XWt7gfhMCMCNjBBv9EMsGJ7zgLH2X6jkzSsWqgRfqmkSJrUOim0k9ykYXdkSSE9RnfV9NToa4ug2hIkR1WHW5yY1IDKObLISpVTPxRgkZiHWU4Tns5SPjlS34XfgK75JT6m0592b3mQuELX3EeJ5owh8PBD
https://www.facebook.com/MKFoodBank?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZa--dPS92-CnCN3u3ARVCGVxkn_-V1quBrdebh6PxDuTTuME-q0UB6FeKT41L25oun8bGg6Vcv22XaFVj6QhsVzIDRelhMjGsdQ-mUeTXVWtdQsC-M6hOBha9fRK6U_Ppw0WB8jlr2oG33AZtbG1GkZ84QQl0-h_Yx-YxtqXKLCZDBl8wwOepTNLa_mWx8w29U&__tn__=-%5dK-R

Advice, Food Support and Friendly Places to Meet

If you're worried about money, struggling with

@)

(\/ food costs, or feeling isolated, you're not alone.

Great

252 There is help available.

Advice, Food Support and Friendly Places to Meet

January can be a tough time. After the costs of Christmas and with cold, dark days, many people
feel the pressure financially, emotionally, or socially. If you’re worried about money, struggling with
food costs, or feeling isolated, you're not alone — and there is help available.

Across Great Linford Parish, there are welcoming spaces offering practical advice, affordable
meals, food support and friendly company.

Get Advice and Support
If you need help with benefits, budgeting, debt, housing or other concerns, Citizens Advice drop in
sessions are available every week. No appointments needed.

Citizen’s Advice Drop Ins:

Tuesday, 10:00am — 1:00pm
Conniburrow Community Centre, MK14 7DX
(For Great Linford and Bradwell parish residents)

Thursdays, 10:00am — 1:00pm

Great Linford Parish Office, MK14 5HA

(For Great Linford and Stantonbury parish residents)

Friendly advisers can help you understand your options and support you to take the next steps.

Food Support and Affordable Meals
If food costs are worrying you, there are several ways to access free, low cost or surplus food
locally.

Community Fridges & Food Support

Great Linford Community Fridge

Monday 11:30am — 12:30pm

Great Linford Community Hub, 2a St Leger Court

Conniburrow Community Fridge Wednesday 3:30pm — 5:00pm Friday 1:00pm — 2:30pm
Conniburrow Community Hub

Downs Barn Larder Tuesday 11:00 am-12:30 pm Cross & Stable, Downs Barn Blvd MK14 7RZ

Food Bank Parcels & Girl Packs
Available from Great Linford Parish Office
Mon, Tue, Thu, Fri: 9:00am — 4:00pm
Wed: 9:00am — 12:00pm




Food Bank Top Up Shops

Store cupboard items available at low cost:
Conniburrow Food Bank Top Up Shop
Tuesday 10:00am — 11:30am

Great Linford Food Bank Top Up Shop
Thursday 11:00am — 12:00pm

Friendly Cafés & Social Spaces
Sometimes the best support is company, warmth and a friendly chat. These local cafés and social
spaces are open to everyone and offer low cost food and a welcoming atmosphere.

Breakfast & Banter — Monday 9:30am — 11:30am Great Linford Parish Office

Great Linford Community Hub -Monday 1:00pm — 3:00pm, Thursday 10:00am — 3:00pm and
Friday 12:00pm — 3:00pm

Conniburrow Social Space — Tuesday 9:30am — 1:00pm Conniburrow Community Centre
Downs Barn Café — Tuesday 10:15am — 12;:15pm Cross & Stable, Downs Barn

Great Linford Social Club — Tuesday 12:00pm — 3:00pm Hot meal £2 or free hot drink and cake
Coffee on the Corner — Wednesday 10:30am — 12:30pm The Salvation Army, Conniburrow

5 Ways Café - 2nd and 4th Tuesday of every month, 11:00am — 1:00pm St. Andrew’s Church,
Great Linford

These spaces are safe, friendly and open to all — whether you want a meal, a chat, or some
company.

Activities for Well Being

Reducing isolation isn’t just about food. Creative and social activities help boost wellbeing.
Creative Space — Arts for Health

Saturday 10:00am — 12:00pm Conniburrow Community Hub

Youth Café (ages 11-17)
Friday 6:30pm — 8:30pm, term time
Conniburrow Community Centre




